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2  VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

Members of VFW Post 5867  and its Auxiliary gather for lunch in May
2018 at Burger King in Lakeside, Calif. The group, which included
youth, turned out to thank the restaurant for its ongoing support of
the VFW. Photo courtesy of VFW Post 5867
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New York State 28th District Assemblyman Andrew Havesi receives a VFW “Buddy”® Poppy from
Markas Pogozelski on Sept. 15 in Middle Village, N.Y. Markas, the son of VFW Post 551 Auxiliary
member Paul Pogozelski, collected $110 in donati ons for Post 551. Markas was inspired to hand 
out Poppies during the community street cleanup aft er hearing his dad talk about the number of 
homeless vets in the U.S. “We wish to outlaw the term ‘homeless vet’ as these brave souls risked
their lives for our freedom and country,” Paul said. “The least we can do is provide them a safe home
to lay their heads at night.” Photo courtesy of Paul Pogozelski
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A MESSAGE FROM VFW COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF CAROL WHITMORE

2025 Annual Report 12.19.pdf 4 December 19, 2025 09:02:38



 2025 ANNUAL REPORT  5

VFWand Auxiliary members have long been known as leaders in their
communities. When needs arise, there is no group better to get the job

done. When Texas was hit with catastrophic flooding along the Guadalupe River, VFW
Posts sprung to action. Posts opened as collection points, including one nearly 1,000
miles away. Hundreds of  VFW volunteers worked together to provide much-needed
relief. Such endeavors are truly the VFW way.

Expanding on its efforts to continue serving is the VFW Day of  Service, considered to
be the finest example of  our great organization working to benefit others. Launched in
2022, the VFW Day of  Service kicks off  on the first Saturday in May. It is a month-long
endeavor dedicated to serving communities around the world.

This year, the #DayofService hashtag saw a usage increase of  163 percent compared to
2024, with the hashtag generating nearly 17 million impressions and was used more than
3 million times across social media and news outlets. A total of  2,334 Day of  Service events
were held this year, and I suspect this number to grow by leaps and bounds in 2026.

VFW’s Day of  Service was developed from the successful Still Sterving campaign,
which kicked off  in 2020. Using the hashtag #StillServing, veterans share their stories
of  continued service on social media. I am honored to say that more than 3 million
people have engaged in this phenomenal campaign. I encourage all veterans everywhere
to share their stories of  how they are #StillServing.

Through its Voice of  Democracy audio-essay competition, VFW awarded $1.45 Million
in scholarships and awards in 2024-25. Another $1.1 million was awarded to middle-
school participants in the Patriot’s Pen writing competition. Furthermore, since 2014,
VFW has awarded more than $15 million to 3,350 Veterans and service members
through the VFW’s “Sport Clips Help a Hero Scholarship” program. These programs
prove VFW’s resolve to help further education in those who desire it.

On Capitol Hill, VFW’s Washington Office staff  plays a critical role in issues of
great importance to veterans. The National Legislative department advocates daily to

improve care and benefits for the community. The staff  works to accomplish VFW’s
priority goals, which are established annually. In 2025, VFW continued the fight for
those veterans whose service conditions are not falling under the Honoring Our Promise
to Address Comprehensive Toxins (PACT) Act, which was signed in 2022. VFW will not stop
until the conditions under the PACT Act are expanded and clarified. We will always have
the best interests of  our nation’s veterans at heart. Congress needs to honor its contract
to all veterans and VFW will continue to be the voice for vets everywhere.

Also located on Capitol Hill is VFW’s National Veterans Service (NVS) department. It has
a nationwide network of  service officers, who continue to make a difference for veterans 
and their families. VFW has more than 2,000 VA-accredited representatives across the
country ready to fight for veterans’ benefits. We also staff service officers at 23 Benefits 
Delivery at Discharge sites on military installations. Our service officers there offer VA 
benefits help to active-duty troops who are soon to be discharged.

For more than 100 years, NVS has been a beacon for veterans needing VA claims
assistance. We do this free of  charge, whereas others — referred to as “claim sharks” —
may charge up to five times the amount of  retroactive compensation a veteran receives.
In 2025 alone, VFW recovered more than $16.2 billion for veterans … yes, that is
billions with a “B.” VFW represented 608,000 veterans. This is something of  which we 
are truly proud.

We also help veterans and their families with direct financial assistance. VFW’s Financial
Assistance for Service Members program has distributed more than $13.2 million to nearly
12,000 military and veterans’ families since 2004. The program provides up to $1,500
to veterans, service members and their families during times of  financial hardship.
It continues to touch so many lives every day — we know what it means to wear the
uniform and have our family back home.

This is but a mere glimpse into the efforts put forth by VFW’s outstanding workforce,
not to mention our more than 1.3 million VFW and Auxiliary volunteers around the
world. We remain unwavering in our commitment to America’s veterans.

VFW is Still Serving
Around the Globe
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WE ARE THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

Members of VFW Post 1 come together on May 2 before the start
of the First Friday Art Walk outside of their Post building in Denver’s
Santa Fe Art District. Each month, the Post opens its doors to
thousands of art enthusiasts for the citywide Art Walk event, where
they exhibit veteran art and connect with the community.
Photo by Ismael Rodriguez Jr./VFW
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VFW TAKES PRIDE IN ITS COMMITMENT TO VETERANS AND TODAY’S MILITARY.

OUR PROGRAMS ENSURE NO ONE IS FORGOTTEN.

OUR CORE VALUES:

You have most likely heard of  the Veterans of  Foreign Wars. The initials
“VFW” are emblazoned on many of  our 5,489 Posts worldwide. We are 
the nation’s most established major veterans’ group, and we have been a
part of  the country’s social fabric for 126 years.

We are an organization of  nearly 1 million veterans who have
served overseas in war zones or areas demanding arduous duty, from
mountains and deserts to jungles and swamps.

What you might not know about is our continuing commitment to our
country and community. Our mission extends to troops serving overseas

today and their families waiting back home.

Our Mission: To foster camaraderie among U.S. veterans of  overseas
conflicts. To serve our veterans, the military and our communities. To 
advocate on behalf  of  all veterans.

Our Vision: Ensure that veterans are respected for their service, always
receive their earned entitlements and are recognized for the sacrifices they and 
their loved ones have made on behalf  of  this great country.

A VENERABLE ORGANIZATION

VFW traces its origins to 1899 when 13 Spanish-American War veterans 
convened in Columbus, Ohio. By 1914, this group had merged with two 
other Spanish-American/Philippine War veterans’ organizations to become
known collectively as the Veterans of  Foreign Wars.

VFW’s supreme governing body is its National Convention. Each July,
thousands of  VFW members vote as registered delegates, determining
policy by adopting resolutions and making important business decisions.

VFW’s National Headquarters is in Kansas City, Mo., where
the organization’s administration and programs-related efforts 
are coordinated. Legislative-oriented activities are developed and
implemented in VFW’s Washington Office in the nation’s capital.

VFW-AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS
Joining VFW to accomplish its mission are the VFW Auxiliary, the
VFW Foundation, the VFW National Home and the Military Order of
the Cootie, which is composed of  VFW members dedicated to assisting
hospitalized veterans.

NONPROFIT STATUS

VFW is a tax-exempt organization under section 501(c)(19) and the 
VFW Foundation is exempt under section 501(c)(3) of  the Internal
Revenue Code.  Contributions to both organizations are deductible
under section 170(c).

VFW MEMBERS CARE PASSIONATELY ABOUT SERVING THEIR FELLOW CITIZENS. JUST AS
WE PLEDGED DURING OUR TIME IN UNIFORM, WE AGAIN VOW TO SUSTAIN A LIFELONG
COMMITMENT TO THE NATION AND OUR COMMUNITIES.

MORE THAN
1.3 MILLION: Number
of  VFW and Auxiliary
members

5,489: Number of  VFW
Posts worldwide

Six major wars and nearly
40 military actions since
1945 represented by VFW 
members.

VFW BY THE
NUMBER

OF THE UNITED STATESWE ARE THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
• Always put the interests

of the members first.

• Promote patriotism.

• Honor military service.

• Ensure the care of
veterans and their
families.

• Serve our communities.

• Promote a positive
image of the VFW.

• Respect the diversity of
veteran opinions.

• Treat donors as
partners in our cause.
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TOTAL RECOVERED IN 2025

MORE THAN
TOTAL RECOVERED IN 2025
$16.2 BILLION

NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE 2025
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Located in the nation’s capital, VFW’s National
Veterans Service (NVS) has served veterans, military
members and their families for over a century. NVS
was built on the principle of helping these groups
acquire their earned VA benefi ts.

Last year, VFW’s National Veterans Service helped
more than 608,000 veterans receive more than $16.2
billion of VA disability benefi ts, including back pay.
VFW’s network of VA-accredited service offi cers has
been helping veterans receive their earned pay.

VFW’s NVS Director Michael Figlioli said that
VFW is committed to a lifetime of advocacy for all
veterans.

“Our representatives are representing a client from
the moment they fi le a disability claim, through a
review of the VA’s decision,” Figlioli said. “VFW also
fi les any appeals necessary for the veteran or family
member to receive the maximum benefi t allowed.”

Figlioli said VFW Accredited Service Offi cers’
work on disability claims does not end with VA disabil-
ity claims. Service offi cers must be knowledgeable on
topics such as the GI Bill, VA health care, home loans,
and other VA benefi ts and services.

VFW is especially proud to provide service on 23
military installations to aid those active-duty troops
preparing to discharge. VFW’s Benefi ts Delivery at
Discharge (BDD) representatives have been available
for more than 20 years, providing free service. In addi-
tion to its legislative support of the TAP Promotion Act
(H.R.1845), VFW continues to champion to formally
integrate its BDD service into the military’s Transition
Assistance Program, or TAP.

“It does not matter if you are a member of the
VFW or not — we are here to help,” Figlioli said.
“VFW will never charge a fee for assisting a veteran,
their spouse or family member in fi ling a claim.”

Among the many VFW National pre-discharge

VETERANS HELPING VETERANS

claims representatives in the country, Donna Yawn
works out of the Benefi ts Delivery at Discharge (BDD)
site at Camp Pendleton in California, the largest Ma-
rine Corps base on the West Coast.

Though Yawn assists veterans indirectly, the im-
pact of her care for detail ripples across the base. She
is responsible for reviewing veterans’ ratings, exam
results, and dependency claims for accuracy. If a dis-
crepancy is found, Yawn contacts the Regional Offi ce
(RO) to correct the previous rating decision, which
usually adds an additional benefi t to the veteran’s

current award.
“My favorite part of doing this job is reviewing

a claim for accuracy, fi nding an error,” Yawn said.
“Contacting the RO to review my fi ndings based on
reviewing the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR),
then getting that previous decision overturned, which
results in a greater grant of benefi ts awarded to the
veteran.”

At the 2025 VFW National Convention in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, the VFW and VA partnered to host
an on-site claims clinic. The clinic assisted more than

VFW Service Offi  cer Belinda Boldoe 
gives a speech aft er receiving the 
John A. Biedrzycki Accredited Service
Representati ve of the Year Award in
August during VFW’s 126th Nati onal 
Conventi on in Columbus, Ohio.  
Photo by Bob Knudsen
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• Providing a lifetime of advocacy, from the time a
veteran files an initial claim to helping survivors
understand their benefits.

• Explaining benefits and helping veterans navigate
the often bureaucratic maze of procedures and
paperwork.

• Guiding and supporting veterans through months or
even years of claims processing.

• Helping veterans prepare necessary documents
and evidence, monitoring cases and information
claimants of recent development.

• Assisting veterans who can’t personally get to VA
regional offices.

HOW SERVICE OFFICERS HELP:

190 veterans and submitted 146 claims. Six of those
claims resulted in over $54,000 in retroactive benefits
awarded. Veterans also were able to submit evidence
and have their questions answered by service officers.

According to VFW Assistant Director for Training
Keith Garrison, service-related disabilities were the
most common claims that service officers assisted with.
Veterans also had access to on-site exams for general
medicine, mental health, issues relating to hearing,
and an X-ray for musculoskeletal conditions.

“VFW has provided this vital service at our na-

tional convention for the last several years. It is a great
collaboration between us and the VA,” Figlioli said.
“In reality, VA brings a ‘mini–Regional Office’ to our
site, conducts onsite exams, interviews, and if all is
in order, will issue a rating decision, which did occur
this year for a couple of veterans. Every iteration is
different based on footprint, availability of resources,
and staffing. I would consider this year to be another
success. It is always good to have the VA Secretary
stop by as well and have him interact with his staff and
see firsthand the good works of the VFW and the VA.”

VFW National Veterans Service Director Michael Figlioli, left, speaks 
to veterans service officers during VFW’s Accredited Representative 
Conference in September in Washington, D.C.
Photo by Brittany Dymond
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Since 2018, VFW has teamed up with Humana to establish the Uniting to Combat
Hunger campaign. It remains a staple in fi ghting not only hunger, but also food
insecurity across the country. VFW is proud to add a veteran homelessness com-
ponent to the campaign.

VFW’s partnership with Humana has garnered more than 6 million meals for
families in the United States. VFW and Humana also are alarmed at the number
of active-duty troops and veterans who suff er from food insecurity. This is why
VFW and Humana wanted to give healthy meals to needy Americans as part of
Uniting to Combat Hunger.

Volunteers at the 126th VFW National Convention in Columbus, Ohio — the
birthplace of the VFW — participated in the seventh-annual Uniting to Combat
Hunger (UTCH) seed-sorting event, which aims to help families aff ected by food
insecurity. The eff ort amassed more than 9,500 seed packets for distribution to
VFW Posts and Auxiliaries, as well as community gardens across the country.

VFW Foundation Director of Donor Relations Richard Freiburghouse said the
UTCH campaign exhibits the VFW’s commitment to serving veterans and their
communities by addressing one of the most pressing issues facing many veterans.

“The Uniting to Combat Hunger program is dedicated to addressing food insecu-
rity and veteran homelessness in communities nationwide, while empowering our
members to take action and create meaningful impact,” Freiburghouse said. “Our
incredibly dedicated membership is uniquely equipped to drive local eff orts that
contribute to broader national change.”

A day after the seed sorting event during VFW’s convention, then-VFW Com-
mander-in-Chief Al Lipphardt and Cara Brown, director of Key Relationships for
Humana’s MarketPoint, announced the joint decision to rename the program.

“While hunger and homelessness remain critical issues, we recognize the neces-
sity to adapt our program to off er additional support as necessary,” Lipphardt said.
“The Uniting for Veterans name change better suits our ever-expanding mission and
dedication to provide responsive and comprehensive assistance through our Posts
and Auxiliaries that truly adapts to the needs of our veterans and their families.”

On behalf of Humana, the VFW’s long-standing partner since UTCH’s incep-
tion in 2018, Brown expressed their shared enthusiasm for the program’s evolu-

UNITING FOR VETERANS

FOOD INSECURITY BY THE NUMBERS 6.4 million: The number of meals that have been provided by VFW and Humana’s Uniting to Combat Hunger initiative.
14 million: The number of food insecure children in the country. 1.2 million: The number of low-income veterans who use SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program). 1-in-4: The approximate number of active-duty service members who experience food insecurity. 1-in-9: About the amount of food
insecure working-age veterans.

tion. To note the growth, Brown added that in 2024 alone, UTCH raised more than
800,000 meals for those suff ering from food insecurity and provided 325 nights of
housing for homeless veterans.

“Since our partnership began, we have helped distribute more than 6 million
meals together, an incredible milestone that refl ects our commitment to our nation’s
heroes,” Brown said. “Now the Uniting for Veterans program will allow us to address a
wider spectrum of needs for our veterans.”

According to Feeding America, one in nine working-age veterans is food insecure.
The organization also claims that about 24 percent of active-duty service members
were food insecure in 2023, and about 1.2 million low-income veterans use the gov-
ernment’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).

To learn more about the expanded Uniting for Veterans program, visit vfw.org/Unit-
ingforVeterans.

VFW Post 684 member Brigitt e Rhew, left , of Memphis, Tenn., 
and William King, a VFW Post 10624 member from Mt. Pleasant,
S.C.,  parti cipate in the VFW’s Uniti ng to Combat Hunger’s 
(UTCH) seed sorti ng event on Aug. 9 at the 126th VFW Nati onal 
Conventi on in Columbus, Ohio. Photo by Danny Cook/VFW
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VFW and VFW Auxiliary members att end a hearing of the Senate and House VA committ ees on March 4, 2025, 
on Capitol Hill. The centerpiece of the hearing was the testi mony by then-VFW Commander-in-Chief Al Lipphardt 
calling on Congress to honor the contract that all veterans signed when they served in the military by protecti ng 
earned benefi ts from unnecessary budget cuts and staffi  ng reducti ons at VA. Photo by Bub Knudsen
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VFW has played an integral part in almost every piece
of veterans’ legislation signed into law for more than 125
years.

VFW advocates daily at the nation’s capital to im-
prove care and benefi ts for the military community. The
force of the more than 1.3 million VFW and Auxiliary
members’ infl uence help the organization achieve its
legislative goals.

The VFW’s National Legislative Service (NLS) mon-
itors all legislation aff ecting active-duty service members,
veterans and their families. The NLS team regularly
testifi es at congressional committee hearings and directly
works alongside Congress and the president’s administra-
tion to accomplish VFW’s priority goals and fi ght back
against bad proposals that would eliminate or cause harm
to veterans’ earned benefi ts.

Every year since 1949, Congress has provided VFW
with the opportunity for the organization’s leaders and
activists to speak with lawmakers and staff of their respec-
tive states.

Signed in 2022, the Honoring Our Promise to Address
Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act serves to expand VA
health care and benefi ts to veterans exposed to harmful
toxics and veterans of the Vietnam, Gulf and Post-9/11
eras. Just as important, the PACT Act includes a frame-
work for VA’s evaluation of toxic exposures that were not
included in the legislation. VFW continues to urge Con-
gress to conduct oversight of VA’s presumptive process,
because veterans with serious health conditions cannot
keep waiting. 

VFW acknowledges the growing need for alternative
treatments to mental health care. We have endorsed a bill
that would allow for a study of psychedelic drugs on treat-
ing conditions such as PTSD. Introduced in the House
on April 3, the Innovative Therapies Centers of Excellence

A LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM FOR VETERANS

Then-VFW Commander-in-Chief Al Lipphardt, supported by dozens of VFW members, testi fi es before a joint hearing of the House and 
Senate VA committ ees in March 2025 in Washington, D.C. Photo by Bob Knudsen
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Members of the VFW Department of Texas and its Auxiliary gather for a photo in March in
Washington, D.C., after talking with Henry Kull, third from left, legislative correspondent for Rep. 
Nathaniel Moran (R-Texas). The Texas delegation included, from left, Karen Toomer of the Texas 
VFW Auxiliary; Sarah Weede, commander of VFW Post 2466 in Lubbock, Texas, the Texas Women
Veteran’s chair; Shenna Lawless, VFW National Legislative Committee Member; and then-VFW 
Department of Texas Junior Vice Commander Benny Guerrero. The Texas VFW representatives
joined hundreds of other VFW members during the annual trek to Capitol Hill during VFW’s 
Washington Conference. Photo courtesy of Sarah Weede

Act of 2025, or H.R. 2623, would be led by a panel of experts in innovative therapies
and would designate at least fi ve VA medical facilities as specialized locations to
study alternative treatments involving MDMA, psilocybin and DMT, among other
substances.  The goal is to increase effi ciency in treating anxiety, bipolar disorder,
chronic pain, depression, Parkinson’s disease and PTSD.

The Senator Elizabeth Dole 21st Century Veterans Healthcare and Benefi ts Improvement
Act, also known as P.L. 118-210, was a bill VFW advocated heavily for. It was offi cial-
ly signed into law by former President Joe Biden on Jan. 2, 2025, and will:

• Expand benefi ts related to caregiving for elderly and infi rmed veterans.
• Increase accessibility for in-home care resources.
• Extend timelines and eligibility for certain GI Bill Programs.
• Provide further funding for mental health

services and shelters for homeless veterans.
Working alongside Disabled American Veterans (DAV), Paralyzed Veterans of

America and The Independent Budget Veterans Service Organizations (IBVSOs),
VFW provided their recommendations for the 2026 Veteran Health Administration
(VHA) budget. The Independent Budget, designed to help guide congress on where
to allocate spending for veteran services, infrastructure and care, includes notable
items and price points such as:

• Medical care, $132.7 billion
• Medical community care, $33.7 billion
• Construction projects, $9.6 billion
• Information technology, $8.2 billion
• Veterans Benefi ts Administration, $6.5 billion
• Prosthetic and medical research, $1.2 billion
We will continue to advocate for funding transformative and extensive care for

veterans through The Independent Budget, and that the VA remains the primary
coordinator for veteran care.

For the past decade, VFW has provided a platform for student veterans to assist
in legislative eff orts. Since 2014, VFW and the Student Veterans of America (SVA)
have provided student veterans with the opportunity to have their voices heard on
Capitol Hill. Throughout the semester long fellowship, the fellows get to work closely
with lawmakers and administrators who implement policies relating to veterans.

According to 2024-2025 VFW/SVA Fellow and Marine Corps veteran Terry
Traylor, the fellows focused primarily on the G.I. Bill and the National Guard and
Reserve G.I. Bill Parity this past semester. The latter would expand the parameters
for G.I. Bill eligibility — according to the bill, “every day in uniform” (weekend drills,
annual training and federal active duty) will count towards G.I. Bill eligibility.

The Fellowship allowed Jennifer Ross, an Air Force veteran, to become more

involved with the VFW, for which she had little experience with prior. Now a member
of VFW Post 1503 in Montclair, Va., she praised how seamlessly the two organizations
worked together throughout the fellowship.

“I was most grateful for the kind-of dual nature of it,” Ross said. “It wasn’t just the
SVA or the VFW. I liked how closely they worked to create a phenomenal program.
Each piece off ered such a unique viewpoint on how they individually handled policy.”

To include all VFW members in legislative processes, VFW sends out the Action Corps
— a weekly grassroots newsletter that provides readers with up-to-date information on
advocacy eff orts in Washington, a nationwide database of contact information for elected
offi cials and “action alerts” detailing how to help veterans get their voices heard when it is
needed most. Currently, more than 300,000 VFW members are subscribed to the newslet-
ter. Members can easily sign up for Action Corps through the VFW website.
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Last July, VFW Post 2205 in Denton, Texas, collaborated
with Regiment Gaming to host a video game tournament
at the Post’s state-of-the-art gaming suite. Excerebus, a
veteran-founded, Fort Worth-based company, sponsored
the event.

Participants competed in the popular battle royale
game “Call of Duty: Warzone,” with prizes ranging from
$750 for first place to a free year of VFW membership for
third place.

This was the first official tournament held in the gaming
suite since its opening on April 23 and is indicative of a
growing interest in veteran gaming communities — including
VFW’s own official gaming league Combat Tested Gaming.

VFW Director of Programs Lynn Rolf III pitched the
idea for a VFW-centered gaming league six years ago and was
officially greenlighted in 2023. Today, Combat Tested Gam-
ing hosts a Discord server with more than 2,500 veterans.

Discord, an instant messaging and Voice over Internet
Protocol (VoIP) social platform, allows veterans to easily
communicate — over both text and phone/video call — with
each other, easily connect each other in multiplayer games
and stay on top of Combat Tested Gaming and VFW news
through group chats and forums within the server.

During VFW’s National Convention in August, Rolf
announced to the crowd that over that weekend alone,
two veterans claimed that the Combat Tested Gaming
community has saved their life.

Seven veterans in total have come forward to credit
the Combat Tested Gaming community for having saved
their lives since the league first began.

“You’ve made a difference this weekend,” Rolf told the
crowd at the VFW National Convention, in reference to
Combat Tested Gaming. “This community has saved lives.”

Video games have been proven to positively benefit
mental health for veterans.

“Gaming helps veterans with ‘socialization,’ one of

VFW’s Combat Tested Gaming was on full display at VFW’s 126th National Convention in August in Columbus, Ohio. VFW Programs Director 
Lynn Rolf III announced at convention that the gaming platform is saving the lives of veterans. Photo by Bob Knudsen

SAVING LIVES THROUGH COMBAT TESTED GAMING

the Army’s five pillars of resilience,” says VFW Post 2205
commander Tim Middleton.

For some veterans, getting together with others in
person on a regular basis can be challenging, for a multi-
tude of reasons. Whether it’s generally not having enough
time, challenges relating to injuries sustained in combat
or challenges pertaining to mental health, connecting
with other veterans can prove difficult.

Along with feeling a sense of community, gaming
can help veterans with substance abuse disorders. By
promoting self-growth and comradery, video games can

help veterans find a deeper sense of purpose that doesn’t
involve harmful substances.

In September, Combat Tested Gaming began it’s
“Madden ‘25” gaming league, with veterans compiling
football teams to compete against each other once a week
throughout the National Football League season.

By attracting younger veterans and helping veterans
build stronger bonds with each other, gaming has the po-
tential to expand the influence of VFW — to help reach
out to veterans who are in need of a connection.
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The VFW is honored to offer a hand-up to active-du-
ty service members in times of financial difficulties.
While the name of this program has changed over the
years, the intent has not: The premise behind VFW’s
Financial Assistance for Service Members program is to
help ease challenging financial times.

Since 2004, the VFW has provided financial grants
to active-duty service members (to include activated
Guard and Reserve members) and their families who

have run into unexpected financial challenges due to
deployment or other military-related activity or injury.

Unexpected hardships include:
• Deployment.
• Military pay error that is no fault of the ser-

vice member.
• Medical discharge due to service-connected

injuries/illnesses received while on active-duty
orders.

This program offers grants up to $2,500 to cover
daily necessities. It is important to note, these grants
are not loans, meaning no repayment is required. To
further alleviate stress, VFW pays creditors directly,
resulting in the peace of mind financial relief can
bring.

Daily necessities include, but are not limited to:
• Housing expenses – mortgage, rent, repairs

and homeowners’ insurance.
• Vehicle expenses – payments, repairs and

insurance.
• Utilities.
• Childcare.
• Medical bills.
The needs of our active-duty service members and

their families should never go unmet. Contributions
to the Financial Assistance for Service Members program
make a profound difference. Every donation helps
ensure that our service members and their families
receive aid quickly, letting them focus on their duties
without the burden of financial stress. VFW is here to
offer them a lifeline during a time of need.

HELPING WHEN FAMILIES NEED IT MOST

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR SERVICE MEMBERS BY THE NUMBERS More than $13.1 million: The amount of �nancial grants awarded to military families since 2004 to
help cover basic needs in times of �nancial hardship. 11,634: Number of service members and their families who received assistance from VFW.
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In 1994, after graduating from high school, Paul Phelps enlisted in the Army and began
his nearly 20-year career in the military. Throughout his service, Phelps sustained several
injuries, eventually leading to his medical retirement in 2013. He had been involved in
several explosions which led to hearing loss, ACL replacements and injuries to his back.

Phelps began to experience symptoms of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)
when he returned home. He had trouble reconnecting with important people in his life
and would often suff er from fl ashbacks to traumas he experienced while overseas in Iraq.
He attempted to take his own life several times.

Through these experiences, along with forming a deeper connection to religion, Phelps
became inspired to uplift and support veterans who face similar challenges. He founded
M.A.S.H. Ministries, a non profi t organization based out of Westfi eld, Ind., in 2013, whose
mission is to “restore wholeness in the lives of veterans and fi rst responders.”

M.A.S.H. Ministries views PTSD as an “injury that can heal,” rather than an “ev-
er-present disorder.” The organization has helped many veterans and fi rst responders,
including assisting fi rst responders at the 2017 Las Vegas mass shooting.

The organization also holds fundraisers, including a national memorial 5k, a gala
and a golf tournament, with all proceeds going towards supporting veterans and fi rst
responders.

“(The non profi t) has blown up,” Phelps said. “I never planned on it becoming a full-
time job.”

Phelps fi rst heard about the VFW “Sport Clips Help-A-Hero scholarship” through
a friend he met within the VFW. With his impressive accomplishments, Phelps was
selected for the scholarship multiple times and is currently using the award towards a
doctorate in counseling.

“Not a lot of scholarships help with working on a master’s or doctorate degree, so
it’s been a blessing,” Phelps said. “I would not have been able to pursue my doctorate
without the scholarships.”

Sport Clips, the offi cial haircutter of the VFW, began working with the veterans’
organization in 2005 to raise funds for a former program called Operation Uplink. Sport
Clips became the primary supporter of the “Help-A-Hero Scholarship” in 2013 and has
awarded more than 3,350 scholarships totaling almost $15.3 million.

VETERAN RECEIVES HELP A HERO SCHOLARSHIP

HELP A HERO BY THE NUMBERS VFW’s “Sport Clips Help-a-Hero Scholarship” program has awarded over 3,350 scholarships worth more than $15 million since 2013.
Visit https://www.vfw.org/Scholarship for more information.

VFW “Sport Clips Help-A-Hero 
Scholarship” recipient Paul Phelps
joins his wife Sarah and their four 
daughters in a Christmas photo. Aft er 
struggling with PTSD, Phelps founded
M.A.S.H. Ministries, a nonprofi t 
organizati on that uti lizes faith to help 
veterans and fi rst responders heal. 
Photo courtesy of Paul Phelps
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Since the VFW’s inception 125 years ago, its members’
pursuit to help communities ravaged by natural disas-
ters remains undeterred. VFW members from across
the country annually carry out missions to combat the
harsh aftermath of  fl oods, wildfi res, typhoons or hurri-
canes that have ravaged communities.

This year was no exception. In July, VFW National
Headquarters donated more than $50,000 to help disas-
ter relief  eff orts in and around communities impacted 
by fl oodwaters in Texas, specifi cally those along the 
Guadalupe River, which left about 138 people dead and 
caused additional destruction to property and infrastruc-
ture, from which the county continues to recover.

“We received the request from the VFW Depart-
ment of  Texas commander on July 18, and the very 
next week we sent out the funds,” said VFW Nation-
al Quartermaster Marc Garduno. “The funds went
towards emergency response eff orts at local Posts in the 
areas aff ected by fl ooding by providing much-needed 
gear, equipment, and supplies for fi rst responders to 
continue rescue and recovery eff orts.” 

VFW also partnered with Grunt Style Foundation,
a national nonprofi t organization committed to provid-
ing life-changing resources and experiences for service
members, veterans, and their families, to help deliver
more than 100 tons of  critical relief  food and supplies.

“This was veterans doing what they do best —
rallying to the mission and getting the job done,” said
Marine Corps veteran Tim Jensen, Chairman of  the
Grunt Style Foundation and Life member of  VFW
Post 76 in San Antonio. “We didn’t wait for permis-
sion. We just got to work.”

VFW Post 1480 in Kerrville, Texas, one of  the 
areas most impacted by the fl ash fl oods, served as 
the disaster relief  hub, a sort of  headquarters from
which more than 500 volunteers helped distribute and

DISASTER RELIEF

ABOVE: Members of VFW Post 1480, situated along
the Guadalupe River and directly impacted by 
floodwaters, collect supplies in July to distribute to
their reeling community in Kerrville, Texas.

LEFT: The VFW Department of Texas and Grunt Style
Foundation distribute 16 pallets of supplies on July
11 to VFW Post 6974 in Burnet, Texas.
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accommodate those in desperate need of  food, water,
clothing, and tools.

VFW Post 12235 in Salado, Texas, also stepped up
to collect donations for those hit hardest.

In just a few days, Post 12235 members, with
support from the Salado community, collected over
$10,000 worth of  food, supplies, and clothing for fl ood 
victims in Kerrville, about four hours away.

“This is part of  our duties as VFW members,” Post
12235 Commander Minnie Whitzel said. “To take
action and assist people in times of  need. I hope they
were able to utilize everything that was needed.”

Post 12235 members advertised their need for supplies
on their Facebook page. With four members splitting shifts
on Sunday and Monday, the Post collected water, diapers,
non-perishable food, wipes, blankets, pillows, clothing for
men, women and children, batteries (all sizes), toilet paper,
paper towels, toiletries, trash bags, pet food, disposable
plates, bowls and silverware, fi rst aid items and $2,290 in 
Home Depot, Walmart, and Visa Cards.

Another VFW Post that sprang to action was 5480 
across state lines in Madisonville, Ky.

Separated by more than 980 miles, Post 5480 mem-
bers held a donation drive throughout the month that
culminated with $25,000 toward the Kerrville Relief
Fund, with an additional $4,000 for its local VFW Post
1480 on July 21.

“The impact of  the events motivated us to take
decisive action,” said Post 5480 Quartermaster James 
Werfelman. “Our Post’s donation drive was a testament
to the power of  community spirit in response to the
devastating events in Kerrville.”

Then-VFW National Commander-in-Chief  Al
Lipphardt stated, “This response eff ort is the blueprint 
for how VFW Posts across the country can respond to
future disasters. It’s not just about service — it’s about
relevance. Our GWOT veterans want to serve again.
This gives them that opportunity.”

Members of VFW Post 12235 in Salado, Texas, collect donations
for flood victims in Kerrville, Texas, in early July. In just a few 
days, members collected more than $10,000 in food, supplies
and clothing. Photo courtesy of Minnie Whitzel

Members of VFW Post 1815 in San Angelo, Texas, pose for a photo while volunteering
to distribute supplies to families in need during the Texas flash floods in July.

A member of VFW Post 6974 in Burnet, Texas, cleans up mud at 
her Post during the Texas flash floods in July.
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VOICE OF DEMOCRACY
Each year, VFW provides high school students in the United States and certain areas
overseas with an opportunity to voice their ideas through a democratic-themed essay.

Through this premiere scholarship program, Voice of Democracy, VFW announced in
March during the Parade of Winners in Washington, D.C., that Tri Vu was the fi rst-
place recipient of the $35,000 T.C. Selman Memorial Scholarship. Unable to attend the
event in person, Vu accepted the award via video message.

Sponsored by VFW Post 8214 in Manchester, N.H., Vu was one of nearly 27,000
students from grade nine through 12 who participated in the contest.

Vu’s essay on “Is America Today Our Forefathers’ Vision?” recognized his parents,
who moved their family from Vietnam 12 years ago so that Vu and his brother could
have more opportunities. “Their decision was not simply about improving our lives, but
also about creating a future compatible with the freedom, justice and opportunity that
America stands for,” Vu wrote.

The essay winner addressed the fi rst time his father could vote in the U.S., noting
that it was a “powerful symbol” of their new life: “This was his way of paying tribute
to the nation that had accepted him not just as an immigrant but also as a full-fl edged
citizen with rights and obligations.”

Vu concluded that while America has its share of downfalls, it still upholds our
founding fathers’ vision: “A nation where everyone has the opportunity to follow their
ambitions within a system that protects their rights, regardless of background.”

PATRIOT’S PEN
Evelyn Newbigging garnered top honors in VFW’s 2024-25 Patriot’s Pen youth essay con-
test. Her essay on the theme, “My Voice in America’s Democracy,” earned Newbigging
the $5,000 North End Post 144 Paul A. Spera Past Commander-in-Chief Award.

Then an eighth-grade student, Newbigging was one of nearly 62,000 students in
grades sixth through eighth to compete in the contest. She was sponsored by VFW Post
12136 in Indian Land, S.C.

The fi rst-place recipients from each Department in the Patriot’s Pen contest shared
the $55,500 in awards, distributed accordingly to each based on placement.

To learn more about the Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen youth programs, visit
www.vfw.org/YouthScholarships.

EDUCATING AMERICA’S YOUTH

Tri Vu was named fi rst-place winner of the Voice of Democracy contest in March during the
Parade of Winners in Washington, D.C. Due to illness, Vu was unable to att end and accepted 
his honor via video message. Photo by Bob Knudsen

Then-VFW Auxiliary President Brenda Bryant (left ) and then-VFW Commander-in-Chief Al 
Lipphardt (right) present Patriot’s Pen fi rst-place winner Evelyn Newbigging with her $5,000 
award in Washington, D.C. Photo by Bob Knudsen
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SMART/MAHER NATIONAL CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION TEACHER AWARD
This year’s Smart/Maher National Citizenship Education Teacher Award winners received thunderous applause from
thousands of VFW members and guests at the 126th VFW National Convention in Columbus, Ohio, in August.

Introduced by then-VFW Commander-in-Chief Al Lipphardt, the teachers, representing three categories
ranging from elementary to high school, were recognized individually.

The winers included Tim Smiddy for the elementary school category, Christie Wingo for middle school and
Nicole Petrosillo for high school.

Smiddy founded the “Patriot’s Club” at Staunton Elementary School in Staunton, Ill., nearly 30 years ago.
While the club stresses the importance of U.S. history, it also has given students the opportunity to interact with
service members. Smiddy was sponsored by VFW Post 1241 in Staunton.

Wingo, a science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) instructor at Colorado Springs Christian School
in Colorado Springs, Colo., was sponsored by VFW Post 7829 in Monument, Colo. Hailing from a military family,
Wingo told convention attendees her grandfather would be proud to know she was at the VFW convention.

An English teacher from West Milford Township High School in West Milford, N.J., Petrosillo grew up with
a father who served in the Air Force. Committee leader for War and Remembrance Day at her school, Petrosillo
was sponsored by VFW Post 7198 in Hewitt, N.J.

EDUCATION BY THE NUMBERS  $1,458,562:

Amount of awards presented at all levels of

VFW during the 2024-25 Voice of Democracy

competition. $1,006,455: Amount of awards

presented at all levels of VFW during the 2024-

25 Patriot’s Pen competition. 61,926: Number of

Patriot’s Pen student participants in 2024-25.

27,053: Number of Voice of Democracy student

participants in 2024-25. 70: Number of teachers

who have been honored since 1999.

Then-VFW Commander-in-Chief Al Lipphardt, left, presents Christie 
Wingo with the Smart/Maher National Citizenship Education Teacher 
Award during the VFW’s 126th National Convention in August in 
Columbus, Ohio. Wingo teaches STEM in Colorado Springs, Colo.,
where she is sure to incorporate what she calls “grit and resilience” in
her lessons. Photo by Bob Knudsen

Then-VFW Commander-in-Chief Al Lipphardt, left, presents Nicole 
Petrosillo with the Smart/Maher National Citizenship Education 
Teacher Award during the VFW’s 126th National Convention in 
August in Columbus, Ohio. A high school English teacher in West
Milford, N.J., Petrosillo said she believes all teachers should strive
to teach students the values of patriotism and service to their 
communities. Photo by Bob Knudsen

Then-VFW Commander-in-Chief Al Lipphardt, left, presents Tim 
Smiddy with the Smart/Maher National Citizenship Education 
Teacher Award during the VFW’s 126th National Convention
in August in Columbus, Ohio. An elementary school teacher in
Staunton, Ill., Smiddy was recognized for his “Patriot’s Club,” 
which has been going strong for 30 years. Photo by Bob Knudsen
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VFW’s fourth annual Day of Service marked re-
cord-breaking participation. Posts from across the
country, plus several international locations, held a
total of 2,334 Day of Service events that made mean-
ingful impacts on local communities.

In 2025, VFW’s Day of Service saw a usage in-
crease of 163 percent over 2024, generating more than
16.7 million impressions across several social media
platforms.

VFW Posts engaged in community events such as:
• Food drives, drives for personal hygiene prod-

ucts and other essentials
• Highway clean ups
• Restoration of memorials, cemeteries or

vacant lots
• Health fairs
• Houseless to home support
• Accessibility initiatives
• Fundraisers for students
To see how more Posts participated in the 2025

VFW Day of Service, please visit vfw.org/DayofService

STILL SERVING

Eight members of VFW Post 10018 in Tacoma, Wash., and seven members of its Auxiliary help refresh Balti more Park, also in Tacoma, for 
VFW Nati onal Day of Service on May 3, 2025. The members volunteered to spread 40 yards of mulch in the park. Photo by Tracie Tomsen

RIGHT: VFW Post 3258 Senior Vice Commander Chuck McNevin, 
center, and former-Post Commander Elwood Hippel, right, join New 
Britain Township Supervisor Bridget Kunakorn, left , in installing a new 
fl owerpot next to the Veterans Memorial at the New Britain Township 
in Chalfront, Pa., on May 3, 2025. Post members originally helped in
the installati on of the headstone as well. Photo Courtesy of Post 3258

FAR RIGHT: VFW Post 12150 Commander Bryan Standish, kneeling, 
former VFW Department of Connecti cut Commander Melvin 
Hewston, left , and VFW Department of Connecti cut Commander 
Charlie Pickett , right, team up on May 3 in New Haven, Conn., 
to help clean Vietnam Veterans Memorial Park. The group looks
forward to exploring new ways to contribute to VFW Day of Service.
Photo Courtesy of Bryan Standish
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We extend a special “thank you” to the following donors whose generosity and commitment to veterans deserves special
recognition. Their lifetime contributions have been instrumental in ensuring that our life-changing programs are able to
assist those who have served and sacrificed.
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 O’Brien
Mr. Mark Oppenheim
Scott Orenstein
Mr. Robert L. Orgill Jr.
Joan E. Osborn
Timothy Osborne
Mr. Ron Osterberger
Lynn & Verdery Otwell
D. Eugene Overton
Madeleine M. Palacin
Ms. Catherine E. Palmer
 Family
Dennis L. Parizek
Mrs. Kay Parkinson
Donna Parks-Nigus
Norman Patterson
Mr. Howard Payne
Ms. I. Pecuszok
Carolyn Pedone
Cheryl K. Pelton
Mr. Jerry Pencak
Ms. Barbara J. Perella
Mr. Frank Perrotta
Mr. Philip Persi
Ms. Cynthia Caraffa Petrello
Carol A. Pfaff
Berta Phelps
James Phelps
Mr. Timothy D. Phenow
Patricia Philliber
Ms. Sandra Pierce
Esther Pierce

VFW ELITE DONORS

(continued on page 25)
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3 Grand Clips LLC
3H Enterprises LLC
4321 Clips LLC
A and G Holdings LLC
A Teams Management Corp.
AARP
Abaco Development Inc
Abink LLC
ABQ NM LLC
Ace of All Cuts LLC
Adeline Graber Memorial
 Fund
Aim High Ventures Inc.
Alamo Tees
Albert M. Owens Jr.
 and Frances L. Owens
 Foundation
Alexander LLC
Allison Investments
Allstar Mazzone Management
 LLC
ALSOMT Inc.
Ron and Jodi Alvesteffer
John Ambrose
American Income Life
Insurance Company
Ampler Burger
The Apple Lane Foundation
John Arata
Benito Arellano
Army & Airforce Exchange
 Service
Arrow International
Arvada Ventures Inc.
ASC LLC
Asche Family Fund
Stephen Ash
Aspen Dental
Aston Properties
Avon Ridge Capital LLC
Aydell Investments LLC
BackSwing Golf Events Inc.
Baird Mandalas Brockstedt
 & Federico LLC
Scott Baker
Mr. Mark Bargaehr
Baron Enterprises
Batter Up Inc.
Baumgardner Family
Beal & Currie Investments LLC
Steven Beasley
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Beattie
Long Bechard
Kathy and Mike Benner
Bennett Management Corp.
Beon Investments LLC
William O. Berg
Robert and Rhonda
 Bernstein
Bhooshay Enterprises of
 Ohio LLC
Stephanie Biefeldt
Tyler Bieterman

Bissonnette Family
Edith Bjork
Lewis Black
Melvina Black
BlackRock
Lynette Boekhoff
Bonanza Ventures LLC
Booz Allen Hamilton
Boro Cuts LLC
Joseph Bozzello
Aidan Bradley
Marsha Brauen
Briks Ventures LLC
Brown Family Giving Fund
William Brown
Dale Bryan
Buckeye Clips, LLC
Carol A. Budrow
Rick and Denise Bullock
Bunte Enterprises Inc.
Burben Investments Inc.
Burgess Enterprises Inc.
Butcher Cuts Inc.
Butler Family Foundation
Bux LLC
C & B Hauser Inc.
Calres Inc.
Campbell Foundation
Stephen Campbell
Cangelosi Investment
 Group Inc.
CaptionCall by Sorenson
Christine Carman
Carolyn E. Moss Memorial
 Fund
Carter Family
Case Family Foundation
Catalina Clips
Cave Enterprises LLC
CBA Sports LLC
Henry Cenicola
Centerwell
Central Texas Strategies LLC
Al Cerullo
Srinivasa Chakravarthi
Champion Mazzone
 Management LLC
Susan Chen
Celeste and Robert Chernin
Chesapeake Cuts LLC
Wendy Chopin
Christ The Solid Rock
 Baptist Church
Cibolo Creek Cuts, Inc.
CIG East Inc.
CIG North Inc.
CIG South Inc.
CK Clippers LLC
Wheaton Clark
Lisa Clinton
ClipCo NJ LLC
Clippers of Knoxville LLC

Clippers of the Mid-South
 LLC
CLPN Investments LLC
Coastal Styles LLC
Coble & Company LLC
Josephine Collaco
Comer Industries
Marvel R. Conger
Constance M. Cooper
Charitable Foundation
Cornerstone Caregiving Inc.
Cotton Tops Enterprises Inc.
Wanda Cowles
William Cox
Ward Craig
CRAWCO LLC
Michael Currie
Ms. Linda L. Curry
Cushman Lifetime Charitable
 Fund
CV Investments LLC
CV Ventures LLC
Daikin Comfort Technologies
Dakota Associates Inc.
Dapprich Family Fund
Dash Two LLC
DASJ Inc.
Dave and Bobbie
Dean, Heckle & Hill Inc.
Delilah Development LLC
DemCoh LLC
Dianne and Brent DeMoville
Department of Arizona
 Auxiliary District 10, VFW
Department of Illinois
 District 11, VFW
Department of Indiana, VFW
Department of Maine, VFW
Department of Mississippi
 Auxiliary, District 2
Department of Missouri, VFW
Department of New York
 Auxiliary, VFW
Department of Pennsylvania,
 VFW
Department of Delaware
 Auxiliary, VFW
Desert Skies LLC
Devine Clips LLC
Chad Diaz
Kevin and Rose Dicharry
Dignity Memorial/Neptune
 Society
Anthony and Samantha
 DiNapoli
James V. Dipaolo
Disney
Harold and Judith Dittmer
Susan Dodge
Dogwood Group LLC
Dormie Network
Dorulla Group Inc.
Fred W. Duemling

Dunleavy Financial
 Management Inc.
Marjorie Dye Revocable Trust
Dyno Development LLC
Barney Edelkind
Educate and Enrich Fund
EFL Global LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Chris J. Eicher
EightyEight LLC
Nicholas Elder
Electrocore
John and Suzie Elinger
David Elkins M.D. and Ms.
 Wanjira Barnaby
Emerald Coast Clips LLC
Michael Engler
ENV Charitable Fund
Huseyin Burak Erten
Estate of Marshall Lee
 Sherrill
Jon and Penny Eugenio
F & S Joint Ventures LLC
Fagnant Family Charitable
 Fund
Fairwinds Enterprises LLC
Federal Home Loan Bank
 of Dallas
Diana Fengler Shores
Mr. and Mrs. James Ferry
FHHC Acquisition LLC
FHHC Development LLC
Firewheel 428 LLC
Fiserv
Five Seas LLC
Andra and Brian Flavell
David Flick
Flis Enterprises Inc.
Florence and Gordon
 Holland Family Foundation
Foard Wealth Management
 LLC
Forcellini Family Giving Fund
ForeM Partners Inc.
Founders Federal Credit
 Union
Franasiak Family Fund
Frank and Gertrude Kaiser
 Foundation
Franklin Philanthropic
 Foundation
Ramona Fratus
Fraziers3 LLC
Merrill D. and Elizabeth T.
 Freeman
Jim Frias
Mary Friedrich
FSC Bensalem
FSC Warrington LLC
G & G of SC Development LLC
Galloway Giving Fund
Sheila and David Garcia
Lucile Garon
Gars Gagnent LLC

GDK Development Inc.
GE Aerospace Foundation
Genesail Inc.
George and Sarah Buchanan
 Foundation
Mr. Thomas R. Gherini
Gibs Distribution LLC
Gilbertson Restaurants LLC
Gladiathair LLC
GMGAA Inc.
Gold Coast Ventures LLC
Goldman Sachs
Jeffrey and Kathleen
 Goldstein
Golfstatus LLC
Gomer Group Foundation
Grafton Enterprises LLC
Grand Clips Enterprises
Grant Lyddon Foundation
Kelly Green
Betsy Greenlee
Griffin Phoenix Foundation
Grimm Family Foundation
Grover Gaming
GRQ Sports Inc.
GT Nations LLC
Joni Guenther
Ronald Guild
Gulf Coast Clips LLC
H & Waldie LLC
H2D LLC
John Haefemeyer
Justin Hagler
Raymond Hahs
Haircuts for Men LLC
Haircuts LLC
Jessica Halferty
Hamilton Relay Inc.
Hance Inc.
Marshall Hansen
Eddie and Sheryl Harmon
Diana Harris
John Hartman
Hay Family
Christi Hays
Head To Toe LLC
Health and Wisdom Inc.
Health Psychology
 Associates
Heick Family
The Henkes Foundation
Henry P. Borda Charitable
 Foundation
Kelley Herceg Family Trust
Sam and Jan Hewitt
Paul Higbee
His Hair LLC
HK Enterprise Group LLC
Margaret Hoburg
Sara Hoffmann
Douglas A. Holder and
 Carolyn Ann Holder
Dale and Gail Hoover

Hopper Ventures Inc.
Horn Business Interests LLC
Howarth & McKinley LLC
HSC Cincinnati LLC
HSR Enterprises Inc.
Michael Hudson
Donna Huisken
Humana
Hunter Holdings
Stephen Husler
Hutton Family
Integrative Chiropractic of
 Ballantyne PLLC
International Advisory
 Service Ltd
Intuitive Surgical Corp.
J. Arthur Dail Inc.
Jack of all Fades LLC
Elon J. James Jr.
Jars of Clay LLC
Jars Services LLC
Jasper LLC
JBD Investments Inc.
JCM Interests LLC
JDMK Global LLC
JM Elliott Enterprise LLC
John and Nellie E. Bastien
 Memorial Foundation
John J. Miceli Memorial Fund
John Paul Mitchell Systems
Sharon Johnson
Stu and Carrie Johnson
Jomeka Enterprises LLC
Alice Jopps
JPGM Inc.
JPM Health & Beauty Inc.
JR Valpo LLC
JSK Group LLC
JTTJ LLC
JVH MO Inc.
Kaptivate LLC
Edward Karas
Amalia Katfi Sudhu
David and Susan Kattan
KBRM LLC
KC Crew LLC
KC Running Company
KCKR Holding Company
Kelley Endeavors LLC
Mike and Jane Kelly
Myles and Marie Kelly
Hugh and Wendy Kendrick
Kent & Tompkins Charitable
 Fund
Keyser Enterprises 1 LP
Keystone Clippers LLC
Kevin Kieda
Kinetic Kuts LLC
King Collyns LLC
Richard and Amy Kirschner
Marty Kittrell
Kled6 Inc.
Robert Knight

KO Enterprises LLC
Kopp Family Foundation
Kost2Kost Enterprises
Kraf Inc.
Dennis Krize
Randall Kroening
KT Sports Ventures LLC
Kuenkler Family Foundation
L & L Arts LLC
Mr. Ralph La Preziosa
Laceyclips LLC
Megan Ladd
Laird Management LLC
Las Cruces SC 201 LLC
Joseph Latorre
Ida Latz Trust
Lebid Family
Diane Ledonne
Lee Hill Investments LLC
Lee Hill Northwest LLC
Lee Hill Utah LLC
Leidos
Barbara Leishman
Lemonnier Family Fund
LGC Inc.
Lichtenberger Family
 Charitable Fund
Little Family Foundation
LK Inc.
LLU Enterprises LLC
Loan Depot
Lockton Affinity LLC
Long Franchises LLC
Lonny and Barb
LST Clips Inc.
LST Investments LLC
Arthur Luz
M & R West York
M2 Enterprises LLC
Macaluso Family Giving
MacClips Inc.
Joseph MacDonald
Madeline Matchko Living
 Trust
Madison Cuts LLC
Diane Maier
Mamba Mentality LLC
Joseph Mancino
Timothy Mangan
Charles Mann
Linda Mansker
March 11 Inc.
James and Theresa Marcus
Jonathan and Judith
 Marshall
Michael Mascaro
MAXCO Inc.
Maximus
Diane Maxson
McCleary Group LLC
Jeanie McCluskey
MCD-GA LLC
Wilson McLennan

Mellow Herzog’s LLC
Menestys LLC
MidAmerica Hotels
 Corporation
Mikkelson Giving Fund
Miller Management LLC
Michael Miller
Candace Millerburn
Minke Foundation Inc.
Richard Minor
MMAO LLC
Modern Clips LLC
Eric Mogyoros
Mo-Hair LLC
Shawn Monty
Jay Moorhaj
Moreno-Guerra Haircuts LLC
Morgan Family Foundation
Grace Morgan
Motorsports Charities Inc.
Mountain West Clips LLC
MVP LLC
MVP Mazzone Management
 LLC
My Tara LLC
MYST Inc.
NASCAR Holdings LLC
Navidare LLC
Naz Clips LLC
NC Sport Cuts LLC
Mark and Janet Nelson
New World Somewhere
Nextquest Inc.
Nichols Family Charitable
 Gift Fund
North Coast Partners LLC
Norton Business Group LLC
Norton Clips LLC
NStar Sport LLC
NT & D Venture Inc.
OCS Chemicals LLC
Ohle SC LLC
Onardem Ventures Inc.
Oracle Health
Robert O’Rourke
P.J. Foods L.L.C.
Helen Padberg
Pamlico Capital
Parisi Enterprises Inc.
Debra Parmet and Allen
 Parmet
Patlan LLC
Peacock Companies LLC
Marra E. Peche
Mitzi Perry
Bernard Petrauskas
Mr. Jason Phillips
PhRMA
Pilgreen Family Fund
PLB Holding Corp.
The Pointe O’View Fund
Pollert Family Fund
Portabeau LLC

Jon Powell
Premier Salons of Oregon
 Corp.
Michael Preston
Pride Restaurant Group
Ryan and Courtney Prince
Providence CC LLC
PS92SK LLP
Douglas A. Putt
PVG LLC
Quality Dining Inc.
Quaranda Family
R & D Ventures Inc.
R & M Ventures LLC
R & R Wood Products Inc.
Raintree Clips LLC
Ransom Family
Richard Rawlings
REB Ventures LLC
RECS Clips LLC
Register Enterprises LLC
Reiser Family Fund
Reisinger Ventures Inc.
Marilyn Rexilius
RFDM Sport Inc.
RFR Investments LLC
RHO Group LLC
RHSC Development LLC
RI Haircuts LLC
Richard A and Amelia
 Bernstein Foundation
Richard J. Reilly, Jr. Memorial
 Fund
Leon Ricks
RLD Family Fund
RLO Inc.
Robo Enterprises Inc.
Susan Rockett
Walter and Jean Roederer
Rogue Palm LLC
RRI Enterprises LLC
RSH Enterprises Inc.
David and Sharon Ruhl
David and Sharon Ruth
S & L Cuts Inc.
S & M Restauran, Inc.
S. Klips Inc.
Daniel Sales
Samben Enterprises LLC
San Fu Inc.
San Tan Clips LLC
Scott Sandberg
SARJNT Inc.
Sarratt Family Giving Fund
Kit Sauer
Sawyer Business Group Inc.
SBK Enterprises Inc.
SC of New England LLC
SC of the Ozarks Inc.
SC Trims LLC
SC Wildcat Holding, Inc.
SCCUTS LLC
SCHair LLC

The VFW Foundation wishes to express its gratitude to some of its most magnanimous donors. Such gen-
erosity helped fund numerous VFW programs and initiatives from Sept. 1, 2024, through Aug. 31, 2025.VFW FOUNDATION DONORS

2025 Annual Report 12.19.pdf 24 December 19, 2025 09:02:40



 2025 ANNUAL REPORT  25

Calvin H. Pingree
Mr. Hal Pliska
Mrs. Vy Pockrandt
Barbara Podowski
Mrs. Teresa Pollin
Dennis H. Pope
Mr. Joe Popp
Mr. James O. Powell
Kathy Pratt
Mr. Robert C. Prentice
Mr. Jerry Preradovic
Mr. Wayne H. Price
Dennis J. Quinlan
James Rabiola
Mr. William Ramsey
Enos & Cherie Rasnick
Ms. Beverly Ray
Mr. Michael Razny
J. E. Reilly
Dr. Robert S. Reimers
Mel Reinthal
Ms. Jill Remick
Mr. William Renaut Jr.
Clarence Rezac
David Richman
A. Wells or Karen C.
 Ridenour
Lee Ridgway
Mrs. Carole B. Riley
Ms. Barbara Rippeto
Barbara Risius
Mr. Richard Roberson
Russell Robideau
Mr. Robert Rodriguez
Pedro Rodriguez
Harold J. Roesch
Walt & Mary Rogers
Edward & Murphy Romano
Mr. John Romnes
Mrs. John A. Rosiak
Ms. Sue Ross
Wyman G. Ross
Mr. D. J. Rossi
Anthony & Danae Rosso
Mr. John & Ruth Roth
Dr. John Roueche
Judith Goff-Roveda
Brad Ruesch
Ms. Marcy J. Ruggiero
Mr. Randy Rutter
Jeffrey and Barbara Sadar
Mr. Michael Saner
David Sawicki
Mr. James L. Saxton
Loretta Scherer
Mr. John B. Scheumann Jr.
Mr. Gary Schindler
Mrs. Robert E. Schjerven
Mrs. Jacqueline Schlate
Joseph W. Schmidt
Mr. William Schmidt
Jason Schmidt
Pete & Pam Schroeder
Mr. Charles Schwab
Al Schweitzer
Patrick & Nancy Seleski

Mr. Larry E. Shaffer
Mr. R. J. Shaffer
Mr. Eric R. Shapiro
Mr. David M. Shea
Richard Shea
Kevin Shea
Gary Sheffield
William M. Sherry
Mr. Thomas Shields
Jan Shirley
William Shumaker
Brad Shurtleff
Ms. Allmut Sieper
Joan Silva
Mr. Robert L Silva
Ms. Patricia E. Simmons
Kenneth R. Sinibaldi
David Sippel
Col. Lawrence Skelly II, (Ret)
Richard Skinker
Mr. William Sloane
Ms. Debra Slocum
James T. Slocum
Lynn H. Sluder
Raymond Smerge
Blaine H. Smith Jr.
Mr. Thomas W. Smith
Maxine Smith
Doyle Smith
Tom & Eileen Smith
Mr. Gary M. Smith
Mr. Glenn Snyder
John D. Snyder
Alan Sobaje
Frederick Sontag
Philip Soper
Nikke Sosnick
Rex Spahn
Jeffery Spiegelhauer
Mr. James Spoth
Dr. Roslyn R. Sprayberry,
 Ed D
Joan Srednicki
Robert L Stallworth
Francis M. Stanton
Wallace M. Starke, ESQ
Jerome E. Stauber
John Steele, LTC USAF (RET)
Madeleine Stephan
Larry D. Sterner
Mr. William G. Stewart
Mr. LeRoy Stewart
Mr. Roger Stoehr
Tim & Annette Stoelk
Mr. Martin N. Stone
Mr. Timothy Stormer
Stephanie Strickland
Leslie N. Strong
David A. Stuntz
Johnie F. Sturgeon
Ms. Geraldine Styler
Dave Suico
Mark & Diane Sult
Robert Swickle
Mr. Edward Sylvester
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Talbot

Maurice B. Tanner
Mr. Thomas S. Tarpy Jr.
Peter Tate & Ronnie Tate
Mr. Steven Taydus
Ms. Margaret Taylor
William Taylor
Mary Taylor
Mrs. Mary L. Tecklenburg
Jean Terlizzi
Kevin Tew
Mary Ann Thibodeau
William E. Thibodeaux
R .W. Thomas
Paul A. Thomas Jr.
Judith Thomas
Laurie Tissot
Imajean Todd
Constance Travesi
Lionel F. Trebilcock
Ronald W. Trewyn
Mrs. Alice O. Truffa
David S. Twining
Ms. Deborah A. Tyler
Larry & June Unrue
Ms. Kay Unverderth
Richard Urell
Mr. David Urschel
Mr. Richard A. Utzke
Mr.Gary F. Vajda
Sonny & Karen Van Arsdale
Robert & Janet Van Iten
Gertrude Van Name
Lawrence G. Vanden Plas
John Vander Feen
Sherida Vandiver
Mr. Walter Vasil
Beatrice E. Vicks
Mr. Michael J. Vilbert
Mr. Mark Vincent
Floyd J. Vlasak
Mrs. Nancy Vogelman
Karl E. Voigt
Mr. Olaf Von Ramm
Janina Voss
Mr. Ronald J. Vrana
Glenna Wagenschein
John & Mary Anne Wagner
Mr. Eric Walden
Marilyn Waldrep Hickey
Larry Walker
Mr. Christian Walsh
Ms. Lana Waples
Christopher Wardell
John Wasleff
Mr. Tom Webster
Nancy Wedum
Mr. David J. Wehrly
Eileen & John Weida
Mr. Daniel L. Weinstein
Mr. Allen J. Welcome
Norma J. Wells
LTC William C. Westgard,
 USA (Ret)
Ms. Susan L. White
Thomas & Deborah Whitesell
Robert & Tracy Whitten

Gary T. Whitworth
Elizabeth Williamson
Jason & Kimra Williamson
Mr. Michael Wilm
Michael Wilson
Kyle Wilson
Mr. Ron Witschy
Mark Wolfendale
Ernie Woodcock
Frank Woods
Mr. Paul Woods
Ms. Francine E. Wooldridge
Mr. Ron Woollacott
Mr. Edward Wright
Mrs. Fred Yeany
Zhou Yong
Ronald Youngdahl
Mr. Albert E. Youssef
Ronald F. Zarwell
Mr. Mattias Zhabinskiy
Mr. Robert Zupan
Richard Zurek
Mr. John Zurell
Maximilian & Marion
 Hoffman Foundation
Ann & Carl Myers Charitable
 Foundation
J & S Hacienda Esperanza
 Ltd.
Redneck Spirits LLC
The Little Family Trust
John & Charlotte Yates
Legacy Foundation
JAS Family Foundation
Woltjen Family Foundation
Robert W. Baird & Co., Inc.
Dugan Charitable Trust
The Carol J. Adragna Family
 Foundation
Feuerring Foundation
The Dr. Alexander S. Alacche
Foundation
Mr. Green Village Concrete,
 Inc.
Cooper Electric, Inc.
Alfred E. Tonti Trust
Tokeneke Foundation
The Deatley Family
 Foundation
Eyemart Express
Generous Anonymous Donor

Lori and Bill Scheible
Bruce and Phyllis Schumacher
SCJM2 LLC
Thomas Scofield
Elfriede Scott
SCRNY LLC
Irene S. Scully
Seagle LLC
Marc and Lori Seal Family
Sedlacek Family Foundation
SEU Enterprises LLC
The Sharon A. Fordham
 Foundation Inc.
Sean Sharp
Douglas Shartzer
Mr. Michael Shaughnessy
Shear Blitz Inc.
Sheehy Enterprises Inc.
Martha Shuck
Sierra Nevada SC Inc.
Simon & Josephine Braitman
Family Supporting Foundation
SLLAAL LLC
James Lester Smith and Mary
Ellen Smith Family Foundation
Jules Smith
SMP Holdings LLC
SMTMS Inc.
Source One Business Services
 LLC
Sport Clips of Wichita
Sporty Lifestyle Inc.
Colin Stahovic
Staples Family
Karen Stedman Webb
Paul and Karen Stellick
Stone Family Charitable Fund
Jean Strang
Strata Company
Marla Sukoff
Cathleen Sullivan
Sullivan Family
Sunbelt Rentals
Sundance Clips LLC
Sunset Management LLC
Deborah Kay and John Swanson
Ms. Marilea K. Swenson
SWI Enterprise LLC
SYMA Ventures Inc.
TAD Enterprises LLC
Tag Team LLC
Taney Family
Taylor Family Foundation
TBM7 Investments
Team GP LLC
Team MVP LLC
Team Uresti LLC
Terzis Investments Inc.
Thomas O. Eller Memorial Fund
Thorsen Enterprises Inc.
Tietze Family Fund
John Titterton
TKB Enterprises LLC
TKMT LLC

TMAC Investments, Inc.
TMF Health Quality Institute
T-Mobile
TNG Ventures LLC
TNMR Family Fund
Top Cuts LLC
Top Dog LLC
Top Stylists Venture Inc.
TR Collins Foundation
TRCLIPS LLC
Trinity SC LLC
Triple Play LLC
TriWest Healthcare Alliance
TruHearing
TSF Holdings LLC
Tuchman Family Foundation
Turner Company LLC
TW Group LLC
Shirley Twine
Twisted X
Tytegtay Inc.
Upper Grassy Greens LLC
UT103 LLC
Sherida Vandiver
Vanity Ventures Inc.
Veterans of Foreign Wars of
 Ohio Charities
Veterans United Home Loans
VFW Auxiliary 10043
VFW Auxiliary 10078
VFW Auxiliary 1046
VFW Auxiliary 10580
VFW Auxiliary 1503
VFW Auxiliary 1621
VFW Auxiliary 1791
VFW Auxiliary 1963
VFW Auxiliary 2100
VFW Auxiliary 2180
VFW Auxiliary 2239
VFW Auxiliary 2326
VFW Auxiliary 2661
VFW Auxiliary 2749
VFW Auxiliary 2856
VFW Auxiliary 3137
VFW Auxiliary 328
VFW Auxiliary 3513
VFW Auxiliary 374
VFW Auxiliary 3873
VFW Auxiliary 4329
VFW Auxiliary 4548
VFW Auxiliary 470
VFW Auxiliary 483
VFW Auxiliary 4953
VFW Auxiliary 5118
VFW Auxiliary 5735
VFW Auxiliary 6187
VFW Auxiliary 621
VFW Auxiliary 6417
VFW Auxiliary 6493
VFW Auxiliary 6603
VFW Auxiliary 6632
VFW Auxiliary 6768
VFW Auxiliary 6775
VFW Auxiliary 6912

VFW Auxiliary 7035
VFW Auxiliary 717
VFW Auxiliary 725
VFW Auxiliary 7447
VFW Auxiliary 7472
VFW Auxiliary 758
VFW Auxiliary 7687
VFW Auxiliary 7945
VFW Auxiliary 8071
VFW Auxiliary 8216
VFW Auxiliary 8487
VFW Auxiliary 8641
VFW Auxiliary 9399
VFW Auxiliary 9650
VFW Auxiliary 9760
VFW Auxiliary 99
VFW of the US Big Ten
 Conference
VFW Post 1039
VFW Post 1058
VFW Post 1060
VFW Post 1066
VFW Post 108
VFW Post 10859
VFW Post 109
VFW Post 12185
VFW Post 1445
VFW Post 1487
VFW Post 1503
VFW Post 1578
VFW Post 175
VFW Post 1762
VFW Post 1831
VFW Post 2100
VFW Post 2260
VFW Post 2312
VFW Post 2438
VFW Post 2661
VFW Post 2687
VFW Post 2791
VFW Post 280
VFW Post 3465
VFW Post 3485
VFW Post 3660
VFW Post 3825
VFW Post 4044
VFW Post 4103
VFW Post 4120
VFW Post 4183
VFW Post 4200
VFW Post 4237
VFW Post 4736
VFW Post 483
VFW Post 5036
VFW Post 5118
VFW Post 5129
VFW Post 5269
VFW Post 5647
VFW Post 5815
VFW Post 5990
VFW Post 6196
VFW Post 632
VFW Post 6364
VFW Post 6395

VFW Post 6428
VFW Post 6519
VFW Post 6660
VFW Post 6689
VFW Post 6695
VFW Post 6747
VFW Post 7464
VFW Post 756
VFW Post 7589
VFW Post 7943
VFW Post 8245 Riders Club
VFW Post 8401
VFW Post 8714
VFW Post 8828
VFW Post 9242
VFW Post 9808
Via Together LLC
Richard Vickers
Viking Acquisitions LLC
Viking Restaurants LLC
VN Clips LLC
Voegtle Enterprises Inc.
Dennis J. Volpe
Wage Haircutters LLC
Janine Warell
Pat Wasserman
Waszak Enterprises LLC
William Webb
WeBeLife Foundation
John Wechsler
John Wehmuller
Bradley Weiss
Weseman Group LTD
West Coast Clips Inc.
Whittleman Enterprises Inc.
Sandra Wiesemann
Wildcat Investments LLC
Khristellen Williams
James Winfield
Wisdom International LLC
Wise Family Charitable Fund
Charles and Patricia Witte
Womens Auxiliary to Dale City
Nancy Wood
Mark Wooster
Wounded Warrior Project
Charles Young
Yuma Clips LLC
Yuvilos Innovations Corp.
Zamla Enterprises LLC
Whitney Zaunscherb
Ly Zeis

VFW FOUNDATION DONORS, CONT. VFW ELITE DONORS, CONTINUED FROM P. 23.
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Financial Statements

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents  $  10,099,351

Investments  256,690,198

Receivables  4,504,070

Inventory  3,586,164

Property and equipment, net  8,227,395

Pension and postretirement asset  6,481,249

Prepaid expenses  3,229,833

 Total assets  $  292,818,260

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  $  22,014,341

Life member dues for future

 distribution — state and posts  88,080,292

Deferred revenue  36,783,670

Total liabilities  146,878,303

Net assets

 Without donor restrictions  138,058,178

 With donor restrictions  7,881,779

 Total net assets  145,939,957

Total liabilities and net assets  $  292,818,260

SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Contributions and gifts  $  80,997,028

Investment return, net  12,833,626

Membership dues  6,884,608

Supply, Buddy Poppy and other sales  6,918,811

Advertising revenue  2,104,471

Other revenue  3,630,752

Total support and revenue 113,369,296

EXPENSES

Program Services:

 Veterans service activities  28,811,307

 Fraternal and member service activities  18,739,549

 Community service and public awareness  15,001,154

 Total program services  62,552,010

Supporting Services:

 Fundraising activities  37,975,369

 Management and general activites  4,275,802

 Membership development activities  1,132,338

 Total support services  43,383,509

Total expenses  105,935,519

Change in net assets before pension-related

 changes other than pension service costs  7,433,777

Pension-related changes other than

 pension service costs  1,053,612

Change in net assets  8,487,389

Net assets, Beginning of period  137,452,568

Net assets, End of period  $  145,939,957

Statement of  Financial Position
August 31, 2025

Statement of  Activities and Changes in Net Assets
Year Ended August 31, 2025
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Financial Statements

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents  $  2,774,055

Investments  20,568,203

Receivables  271,293

Furniture, fixtures, and equipment  10,086

Prepaid expenses  14,217

Total assets  $  23,637,854

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  $  318,796

Net assets

 Without donor restrictions  19,525,054

 With donor restrictions  3,794,004

Total net assets  23,319,058

Total liabilities and net assets  $  23,637,854

Statement of  Financial Position
August 31, 2025

Statement of  Activities and Changes in Net Assets
Year Ended August 31, 2025

SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Cash contributions and gifts  $  5,509,025

Investment return, net  1,919,043

 Total support and revenue  7,428,068

EXPENSES

Program Services:

 Veterans service activities  5,010,513

 Community service and public awareness  1,028,744

Supporting Services:

 Fundraising activities  403,409

 Management and general  475,286

 Total expenses  6,917,952

Change in net assets  510,116

Net assets, Beginning of period  22,808,942

Net assets, End of period  $  23,319,058
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
406 West 34th Street
Kansas City, MO 64111
Tel. 816.756.3390
Email: info@vfw.org

ADJUTANT GENERAL
Dan West
Tel. 816.968.1110
Fax 816.968.1157
Email: dwest@vfw.org

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
Marc Garduno
Tel. 816.968.1179
Fax 816.968.1189
Email: mgarduno@vfw.org

WASHINGTON OFFICE
200 Maryland Ave., NE
Washington, DC 20002
Tel. 202.543.2239
Email: vfw@vfw.org

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF THE WASHINGTON OFFICE
Ryan Gallucci
Tel. 202.608.8341
Email: rgallucci@vfw.org

VFW FOUNDATION
Hal Roesch, Executive Director
Tel. 816.968.1158
Fax 816.968.2789
Email: hroesch@vfw.org

CONTACT US

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Kelly Jones, Director
Tel. 816.968.1143
Fax 816.968.1129
Email: kellyjones@vfw.org
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