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VEW members are #StillServing in communities

around the world. They work to help others as they
did while in uniform, all while exemplifying the

best of the American spirit.
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From left, Mathius Carter, Patsey Schreiber, John Reischman, Jerome

Washington and Rachael Garcia were among the multitudes of
attendees in July at VFW’s 124th National Convention in Phoenix.
They are representative of today’s VFW. More and more Iraq and
Afghanistan War veterans are assuming leadership roles within the
VFW while being mentored by their predecessors, namely, Vietnam
War veterans. Photo by Dave Seibert




From left, VFW Accredited Service Officers David Lowe, Mike Raymond, Belinda Baldoe and Sidney Love join VFW
National Veterans Service Director Mike Figlioli for a break during the VFW Service Officer training in September in
Annapolis, Md. In 2023, VFW'’s National Veterans Service helped more than 560,000 veterans receive more than
$13 billion of VA disability benefits, including back pay. Photo by Lauren Goldman/VFW
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‘I AM HUMBLED BY THE NUMBER OF LIVES WE TOUCH EVERY DAY’

VEFW 1s No. 1 Advocate for Veterans,
Troops and Their Families

During my tenure as VEW’s Commander-in-Chief, I continue to encourage each of our
valuable members to advocate for veterans and their families in any way possible. Our
membership has proven time and again that “No One Does More for Veterans.”

The work of our great organization extends to the communities in which our members
reside. There is no greater proof of this than by the exciting VI'W Day of Service,
launched in 2022. The first Saturday of every May kicks off a month-long endeavor
dedicated to serving communities around the world. This year’s VW Day of Service built
on the success of its inaugural event, growing its total number of grassroots events by more
than 20 percent. VEW Posts 1n all 50 states, as well as those in Europe, Guam, Asia and
Puerto Rico, participated. With the Day of Service hashtag used more than 3.3 million
times across social media, word of what the VEW does spread universally, as more than
500 Posts around the world participated.

VIW’s Day of Service was developed from the successful #StillServing campaign,
which kicked off in 2020. Using the hashtag #StillServing, veterans share their stories
of continued service on social media. I am excited to proclaim that more than 3 million
people have engaged in this dynamic campaign. Additionally, more than 750 stories have
been written about the campaign’s significance. I encourage all veterans everywhere to
share their stories of how they are #StillServing.

One part of VFW’s work in the community is to promote the importance of
education. Through its Voice of Democracy audio-essay competition, the VEW awarded
more than $1.3 million in scholarships in 2022-23. Another $778,000 was awarded to
middle-school participants in the Patriot’s Pen writing competition.

The VFW also extends its scholarship generosity through the VEW’s “Sport Clips
Help A Hero Scholarship” program. Now in its 10th year, VFW has awarded more than
$12.3 million to about 2,720 veterans and service members wanting to further their
education. This program is life-altering for the recipients, and I am so proud of this
program’s success.

VIW also offers a hand up to veterans and their families with direct financial
assistance. The VFW’s Unmet Needs program has distributed $13.1 million to more than

11,600 military and veterans’ families since 2004. The program provides up to $2,500
to veterans, active-duty service members and their families during times of financial
hardship. I am humbled by the number of lives we touch every day through this
invaluable program.

From the VFW office in our nation’s capital, the National Legislative Service
department advocates for the care and rightful benefits for our military and veterans. Our
incredible staff regularly testifies before Congress to accomplish VEW’s priority goals.

The VEW-backed Not Just a Number Act (S. 928) is just one of many pieces of legislation
the VFW is advocating for. This piece of legislation, which aligns with VEW’s priority
goal of fighting against veterans’ suicide, would require VA to take a more comprehensive
look at how veterans who die by suicide used VA benefits. Such benefits include disability
compensation, education and employment benefits, home loans and foreclosure assistance.

Our Washington Office is also home to VEW’s National Veterans Service (NVS)
department. Our team of more than 2,000 VA Accredited veterans service officers is
second to none. These men and women stand ready to fight for veterans’ earned benefits.
We also staff service officers at 23 Pre-Discharge offices on military installations. Their
purpose is to offer VA benefits to help active-duty troops who are soon to be discharged.

In 2023 alone, VFW recovered more than $13 billion for veterans. Unlike law firms
which charge exorbitant rates for the exact same work our service officers are doing,
this incredible service offered is free of charge. When I think of the 574,492 claimants
represented by the VEW in 2023, I swell with pride.

To further protect our nation’s veterans, VEW launched a campaign in 2023 called
Don’t Feed the Sharks. The VFW has been a vocal opponent of predatory “Claim Sharks”

companies who charge veterans illegal fees for sub-par VA benefit claims assistance. The
VFW is determined to stop predatory Claim Sharks, and we will prevail.

From our community service work to our scholarship programs and our work on
Capitol Hill, VFW remains the most caring and generous organization for veterans and
their families. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for everything you do in the

name of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. — Duane
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WE ARE THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

Members of VFW Post 3442 in Custer, S.D., gather outside the Post on a Friday afternoon in October. Located in the
heart of the Black Hills, Post 3442 is active in its community, especially when it comes to children and youth. Situated
on the historic town’s main street, the Post draws visitors from everywhere. Photo by Janie Dyhouse




OUR CORE VALUES:
*  Always put the interests
of the members first.

*  Promote patriotism.
e Honor military service.

. Ensure the care of
veterans and their

families.
. Serve our communities.

*  Promote a positive
image of the VFW.

*  Respect the diversity of
veteran opinions.

o Treat donors as
partners in our cause.

VFW BY THE
NUMBERS

MORE THAN
1.4 MILLION: Number
of VFW and Auxiliary

members

5,748: Number of VFW
Posts worldwide

Six major wars and nearly
40 military actions since
1945 represented by VEW

members.

VFW TAKES PRIDE IN ITS COMMITMENT TO VETERANS AND TODAY’S MILITARY.
OUR PROGRAMS ENSURE NO ONE IS FORGOTTEN.

You've most likely heard of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. The initials
“VFW?” are emblazoned on many of our 5,748 Posts worldwide. We are
the nation’s oldest major veterans’ group, and we’ve been a part of the
country’s social fabric for 124 years.

We are an organization of 1 million veterans who have served
overseas in war zones or areas demanding arduous duty, from
mountains and deserts to jungles and swamps.

‘What you might not know about is our continuing commitment to our

country and community. Our mission extends to troops serving overseas

today and their families waiting back home.

Our Mission: To foster camaraderie among U.S. veterans of overseas
conflicts. To serve our veterans, the military and our communities. To

advocate on behalf of all veterans.

Our Vision: Ensure that veterans are respected for their service, always
receive their earned entitlements and are recognized for the sacrifices they and

their loved ones have made on behalf of this great country.

VFW MEMBERS CARE PASSIONATELY ABOUT SERVING THEIR FELLOW CITIZENS.
JUST AS WE PLEDGED DURING OUR TIME IN UNIFORM, WE AGAIN VOW TO SUSTAIN A
LIFELONG COMMITMENT TO THE NATION AND OUR COMMUNITIES.

A VENERABLE ORGANIZATION

VIEW traces its origins to 1899 when 13 Spanish-American War veterans
convened in Columbus, Ohio. By 1914, this group had merged with two
other Spanish-American/Philippine War veterans’ organizations to become
known collectively as the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

VEFW’s supreme governing body is its National Convention. Each July,
thousands of VEFW members vote as registered delegates, determining
policy by adopting resolutions and making important business decisions.

VIFW’s National Headquarters is in Kansas City, Mo., where
the organization’s administration and programs-related efforts

are coordinated. Legislative-oriented activities are developed and

implemented in VFW’s Washington Office in the nation’s capital

VFW-AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS

Joining VEW to accomplish its mission are the VFW Auxiliary, the VFW
Foundation, the VFW National Home and the Military Order of the
Cootie, which is composed of VEW members dedicated to assisting

hospitalized veterans.
NONPROFIT STATUS

VIEFW is a tax-exempt organization under section 501(c)(19) of the Internal

Revenue Code and contributions are deductible under section 770(c).
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NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE 2023

National Pre-Discharge Claims
Representative Donna Foy, right,
helps a service member with
his VA claim on Dec. 11 in the
Transition Readiness Services
Building at Camp Pendleton,
Calif. VFW staff service officers
at 23 Pre-Discharge offices on
military installations. They offer
VA benefits assistance to troops
soon to be discharged. Photo
courtesy of Donna Foy
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VETERANS HELPING

VETERANS

Located in the nation’s capital, VEW’s National Veterans
(NVS) has served veterans, military members and families
for more than a century. NVS was built on the principle of
helping this group acquire their earned VA benefits.

Last year, VEW’s National Veterans Service helped
more than 560,000 veterans receive more than $13 billion
of VA disability benefits, including back pay. VFW’s
network of VA-accredited service officers has been helping
veterans receive their earned pay.

VIEW’s NVS Director Michael Figlioli said that VFW is
committed to a lifetime of advocacy for all veterans.

“Our accredited representatives are alongside their
claimants who do everything from filing the claim, through
review of the decision and then any follow-up appeals that
may be necessary to achieve the maximum benefit allowed
by law,” Figlioli said. “But we don’t stop there. Our repre-
sentatives must know about other VA benefits programs,
such as the GI Bill, VA home loans, VA health care and
National Cemetery Administration benefits.”

One of those VA-accredited service officers is Kenneth
Deist, a VI'W Life member. He is one of VEFW’s more than
2,000 VA-accredited service officers. As a VEW Department

Service Officer for Arizona since 2018, Deist said he sees

between 15 and 20 veterans in person each week. He splits
his time between his offices at the VA Regional Office in
Phoenix and the VFW Department Headquarters in Tempe.

Deist says that as soon as the Honoring Our PACT Act
passed, his office was inundated with communication from
veterans, particularly Vietnam War veterans.

“They were calling all day, every day,” Deist said.
“Vietnam War veterans with hypertension [related to
Agent Orange exposure] have waited a long time for this.”

Deist, an Air Force veteran of the Iraq and Afghanistan
Wars, said claims for respiratory issues also are on the rise.

“We see a lot of sleep apnea problems,” said Deist, a for-
mer commander of VFW Post 7401 in Chandler, Ariz. “The
VA has not acknowledged sleep apnea as a presumptive
condition even though studies have shown a connection.”

Deist added that a goal for VA Accredited service offi-
cers is to educate veterans about their earned benefits and
improve their quality of life.

“It does not matter whether you are a part of the VFW,
we just want to take care of veterans,” Deist said. “If VW
did not exist, it would be a bad thing.”

Another one of VFW’s VA-accredited service officers,

Allen Barnes, said he is happy that he can continue to work

with the military community even after his service. Barnes
is based at the Dwight D. Eisenhower VA Medical Center
in Leavenworth, Kan.

“I love my job,” said Barnes, a retired Army National
Guard veteran. “I truly feel as if I'm doing the job I was
meant to do. I'm lucky that I get to help veterans and their
family members every day.”

Barnes, who served in the Persian Gulf and Iraq wars,
said he has seen significantly more veterans after the
signing of the Honoring Our PACT Act in August. Barnes,

a bronze life legacy member of VFW Post 56 in Leaven-
worth, Kan., recalled a case he handled to help the widow
of an Army veteran after the landmark toxic-exposure
reform legislation became law in August. He said that the
veteran had died from colon cancer, which he said was
related to toxic exposure.

“The wife was not receiving any benefits due to her
husband’s death, and she needed to take care of a spe-
cial-needs child and her granddaughter,” Barnes said.

“Due to the Honoring Our PACT Act, the widow was granted
VA benefits because her husband passed from colon cancer.

“We did everything we could do for her,” Barnes said.

“And by the end of January, she started receiving Depen-

“I love my job. I truly feel as if I'm doing the job I was meant to do. I'm lucky that I get

to help veterans and their family members every day.” — Allen Barnes, VFW Service Officer
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Vietnam War veteran and Department of Arizona Adjutant
Lewis Gene Wood stands with VA Accredited service officer
Kenneth Deist in December 2022. Photo by Patrick Breen

and paperwork.

dency and Indemnity Compensation
from VA. She also got back pay from
the date the bill was signed.”

Barnes said that the money the
widow received was “life-changing” and
that the woman only needed to have
one job instead of three.

“Without our help, she would not
be receiving those earned benefits,” Barnes said.

VIEFW also has VA Accredited veterans service officers
at 23 Benefits Delivery at Discharge at military instal-
lations across the United States. VA-accredited service
officers at these locations provide pre-discharge represen-
tation for separating military service members. One such
national pre-discharge claims representative is Donna Foy.
A previous VA field examiner and veterans service repre-
sentative of more than 10 years, Foy has served as a VI'W
claims rep for two years at Camp Pendleton, Calif.

According to Foy, she sees approximately 40 transition-
ing service members each week, processing between 20
and 25 claims a week to VA.

“T'’he most common question I receive is, ‘How do 1
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survivors understand their benefits.

HOW SERVICE OFFICERS HELP:

* Providing a lifetime of advocacy from the time a veteran files an initial claim, to helping
Explaining benefits and helping veterans navigate the often bureaucratic maze of procedures

Guiding and supporting veterans through months or even years of claims processing.

* Helping veterans prepare necessary documents and evidence, monitoring cases and
information claimants of recent development.

Assisting veterans who can’t personally get to VA regional offices.

begin the process? I am totally lost on how to begin the
claim or what is needed,” said Foy, a life member of VEW
Post 10276 in Honolulu, Hawaii, with more than 15 years
of military service with the Army and Army National
Guard. “I begin by saying that they have come to the right
place. I understand that separating from the military can
be an exciting yet stressful time. I am here to help ease that
stress by assisting them with their claims for VA benefits.”

Figlioli said that another job of a VA Accredited vet-
erans service officer is helping veterans navigate through
the VA claims process. Especially now that the Honoring
Our PACT Act is now law, which Figlioli said is the “most
important veterans legislation victory” in history.

“Our highly capable network of VFW Service Officers
and claims consultants began receiving training on the
Honoring PACT Act as soon as it was signed into law,”
Figlioli said. “It was also incorporated into our formal
service officer training curriculum, and we are continu-
ously monitoring VA. If something changes that may affect
benefits, we get it to the field staff quickly, so they are up to

date with the latest information.”



UNITING TO COMBAT

—
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(From left to right) VFW Department of Kentucky Senior Vice Commander Bruce Ashley and Veteran
Community Engagement Executive Andrea Ortiz, a member of VFW Post 7108 in San Antonio,
Texas, sort seeds at a Uniting to Combat Hunger Event on July 22, 2023, at the 124th VFW National
Convention in Phoenix. Uniting to Combat Hunger is a joint venture of VFW and Humana aimed at
helping feed food insecure families across the country. Photo by Dave Spiva/VFW
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Since 2018, VFW has teamed with

Humana to establish the Uniting to Combat
Hunger campaign. It remains a staple in fight-
ing not only hunger, but also food insecurity
across the country.

From the start of the Uniting to Combat
Hunger initiative, the program has provided
more than 4.5 million meals for food insecure
families. The U.S. Department of Agriculture
in 2021 said more than 34 million people,
including 9 million children, experience food
insecurity in the U.S. during the year — that is
about 1-in-10 houscholds in the country.

At the 124th VFW National Convention
in Phoenix this year, many groups of volun-
teers lined up at tables with bowls of seeds
in front of them. They were a part of the
Uniting to Combat Hunger seed packing event
that provided about 30 tons of vegetables for
families suffering from food insecurity. Those
seeds were sent across the country to provide
healthy and fresh produce to those in need.

VFW Foundation Grants Manager
Jason Couch said the event at the national
convention garnered dozens of volunteers
from VFW Posts and Auxiliaries, as well
as VEW Departments. Couch added that
Uniting to Combat Hunger is an “incredibly im-
portant endeavor” not only to VFW but also
to Humana, a company based in Louisville,

Ky., that offers health care coverage.

rvice membe

vho experience food insecurity. 1-in-4: The amount

Feeding America says that about
125,000 active-duty military troops experi-
ence food insecurity — about 7 percent of
troops in the active military. However, ac-
cording to the Department of Agriculture,
only about 2 percent of active-duty troops
qualify for the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program. Feeding America also
says 1-in-4 Afghanistan and Iraq war vet-
erans are affected by food insecurity. VFW
and Humana are alarmed at the number of
active-duty troops and veterans who suffer
from food insecurity. This is the reason why
VFW and Humana wanted to give healthy
meals to needy Americans as a part of Unit-
ing to Combat Hunger.

Since 2021, the VFW Foundation has
offered grants to VF'W Post and Auxiliaries sup-
porting the Uniting to Combat Hunger campaign.
For every dollar raised by local VFW Post and
Auxiliaries, the VFW Foundation will match the
full amount up to $5,000. Also, for every hour
that a VI'W Post or Auxiliary member volun-
teers to address food insecurity in their commu-
nities, the VFW Foundation will provide a dollar
match in the form of an unrestricted grant. A
minimum of 500 hours must be documented to
qualify for the volunteerism grant.

For more information about Uniting to
Combat Hunger, visit www.vfw.org/UTCH.

The amount of people in the U.S. who suffer from food insecurity. 9 million: The number of food insecure

[ food insecure

and Humana’s Uniting to Combat Hunger initiative.
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VFW National Legislative Service Associate Director

Quandrea Patterson testifies on pending legislation }

before a House Committee on Veterans Affairs A = 3 ASSOC\“
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial N & “ ‘\O“A\- LEG\%\\TEQ}
Affairs legislative hearing at the Cannon House Office " \ : ‘ NS OF & \\‘
Building, Washington, D.C., Nov. 8, 2023. Photo by F 'QETE“h Q\E
Brittany Dymond/VFW £ - "‘
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A LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM

FOR VETERANS pg

VIEW has played an integral part in almost every piece of
veterans’ legislation signed into law for more than 124 years.

VEW advocates daily at the nation’s capital to improve
care and benefits for the military community. The 1.3 million
VIFW and Auxiliary members’ influence helps the organiza-
tion achieve its legislative goals.

The VFW?’s National Legislative Service (NLS) monitors
all legislation affecting active-duty service members, veterans
and their families. The NLS team regularly testifies at con-
gressional committee hearings and directly works alongside
Congress and the president’s administration to accomplish
VEFW?s priority goals and fight back against bad proposals that
would eliminate or cause harm to veterans’ earned benefits.

The VEW Action Corps is a grassroots-level newsletter
that gives 400,000 VEW members, veterans and supporters
a chance to stay informed on issues facing the military com-
munity. Newsletter subscribers stand ready to email, write,
call or visit our nation’s lawmakers to make VFW’s voice
heard on Capitol Hill.

Through 2023, VEW has advocated for many veterans-re-
lated bills, including the GUARD VA Benefits Act of 2023 (S.
740). If passed by Congress and signed into law by President
Joe Biden, S. 740 would reinstate penalties for charging veter-
ans and survivors unauthorized fees related to claims for VA
benefits. This is just one way VFW is fighting “claim sharks,”
which are unscrupulous individuals or companies charging
hefty fees to supposedly assist veterans with their VA claims.

VIEW also supports the TAP Promotion Act, which is leg-

islation that would authorize VA-accredited representatives

/,

A -

to promote enrollment in VA benefit
programs as part of the military 2
Transition Assistance Program (TAP).
If made law, the TAP Promotion Act
would direct VA to develop a tailored
pre-separation benefits course in
which VA-accredited representatives
actively participate, and to incorpo-
rate representatives into its current
TAP presentation would be substan-
tive improvements to the current
curriculum.

The VFW-supported Not Just a Number Act (S. 928), which
is legislation that aligns with VEW’s priority goal of fighting
against veterans suicide. It would require VA to take a more
comprehensive look at how veterans who die by suicide used
VA benefits, including disability compensation, education and
employment benefits, homes loans and foreclosure assistance.
All findings would be publicly published in a report known as
the “National Veterans Suicide Prevention Annual Report.

Every year since 1949, Congress has provided VFW the
opportunity for the organization’s leaders and activists to
speak with lawmakers and staff of their respective states.

Alongside VI'W’s legislative efforts are student veterans.
The VFW-Student Veterans of America (SVA) Legislative
Fellowship is a semester-long program that involves research-
ing, coordinating, reporting and advocating on behalf of one
of four veterans’ policy areas, including:

*  Student veterans success during and after their

(From left to right) Chet Bennetts; VFW then-National Veterans
Service Director Ryan Gallucci; Jordan Quinones; Greg Sanchez;
Harry Phillips; VFW National Legislative Service Associate Director,
Katherine Cassell; Meghan Fitzgerald; and SVA National President
and CEO Jared Lyon are shown at the SVA National Conference in
Orlando in January 2023. Five VFW members and student veterans
were selected to participate in the annual VFW-SVA Fellowship
program for the 2022-23 school year. VFW Photo

education
*  Veterans’ health care and benefits
*  Transitioning from military to civilian life
e Challenges service members and military families
face every day
Since 2013, members of VW and SVA have had the
opportunity to make their voices heard on Capitol Hill.
The fellows of VEW-SVA are given the opportunity to meet
lawmakers and administrators responsible for implementing

veterans’ policy on Capitol Hill.
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Backed by about 400 VFW and Auxiliary
meémbers, then-VFW Commander-in-Chief Tim
Borland testifies before a joint hearing of the
House and Senate VA committees on March '8,
2023, in Washington, D.C. At the top of Borland’s
list was more help for veterans exposed to
toxins. Photo by Bob Knudsen

VEFW’s collaboration with SVA provides students with a
semester-long academic experience involving research, ac-
tion, reporting and advocating for policies affecting military
members, veterans and their families. One of the students
who participated in this year’s program was Harry Phillips.

Phillips, who graduated from Tulane University Law
School in May 2023, is a former infantry officer with the
Louisiana Army National Guard. Phillips was able to intro-
duce policymakers to the Servicemember Enrollment and Readmus-
sion_for Valuable Education Act (SERVE) Act (H.R. 4244).

Currently, National Guard and Reserve troops are only
guaranteed readmission to their school if they serve at least
30 consecutive days on active duty. If law, the SERVE Act
would require higher institutions of learning to readmit any
Guardsmen or Reservists who had to serve on active duty,
regardless of how many days they had to do so.

Phillips, a member of the VFW Department of Louisi-

14 %

AN 2

ana, said that the SERVE Act will fix an issue some military
members face when they are called to mobilize for things
such as natural disasters, border security and civil unrest.

As an Army National Guard officer, Phillips enrolled
in Tulane Law School in 2020. He said he remembers
thinking: “What would happen if I was activated during
my time in school?”

Phillips learned that only National Guard and Reserve
members who served more than 30 consecutive days on Active
duty while in school were eligible for readmission to their school.

“When I was commissioned into the Mississippi Army Na-
tional Guard in 2016, I basically came into the beginning of
a deployment cycle with my unit,” Phillips said. “I was made
well aware of the commitment a National Guardsman makes
— it’s not just one weekend per month and two weeks in the
summer. When I started law school, my biggest concern was if

I got activated for something, what happens with school?”

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

During his research, Phillips found “a gap” in Higher Ixd-
ucation Act of 1965, which states that universities are required
to readmit a service member if they had to serve on active
duty for at least 30 days. Phillips’ proposed legislation would
amend the 1965 law to require readmission for any service
member activated on the state or federal level.

In September 2021, Phillips, who was in the Louisiana
Army National Guard at the time, was activated for full-time
service during Hurricane Ida, which made landfall in Loui-
siana. Phillips added that while Tulane was affected by the
hurricane, he “couldn’t help but think about the student
veterans affected” by the activation.

“The whole State of Louisiana was activated for the
humanitarian efforts, and I was only on active duty for three
weeks,” said Phillips, who served in Syria in 2018-19 as
platoon leader of 2nd Plt., C Co., 2nd Bn., 198th Armored
Regt., 155th Armored BC'T. “There were students who had
to stop going to school to be a part of it. I thought, ‘What
will happen to them?*”

Phillips, who in the fall of 2023 became an associate at the
law firm Haynes and Boone, said that the SERVE Act has been
introduced to the House Committee on Education and the
Workforce. As of October 2023, Phillips said the plan is for
the bill to be a part of the 2024 National Defense Authorization Act.

Phillips said that before the VEW-SVA Fellowship, he
would have never imagined being a part of creating a bill
that could help those in the military. He added that he
“could not have done it” without the help and support of the
VFW Washington Office.

“The fellowship was the top experience for me in law
school,” Phillips said. “At the time as a law student I had a
foundational understanding of how our legal system and
Capitol Hill works as a whole, the first-hand experience I got
was invaluable. I could not have been prouder to be a VEW
member working along with the organization during the

whole experience.”



“People want to be a part of our
Post because of the good things
we do. They naturally want to
be a part of something successful
and good.”

VFW Post 8273 Commander Shenna Lawless, right, administers
the oath of membership to three new VFW members in September
2023 at the Post’s monthly meeting in Frisco, Texas. Lawless

said that in order to retain its members, Post 8273 tries to

offer something for all members and encourages community
involvement. Photo courtesy of Shenna Lawless

EMERGING

LEAD

Membership recruiting is vital to the longevity of the
VIFW. Just as important, though, is the retention of cur-
rent members.

VFW Post 8273 in Frisco, Texas, works hard to retain its
growing membership. Post Commander Shenna Lawless —
who served with the 1st Infantry Division in Iraq 2006-2008
— said one of the ways to keep Post members engaged is by
hosting guest speakers at the monthly Post meetings.

Lawless said speakers vary in levels of interest. There
have been presentations on topics such as gaming, exercise
and VA care.

“Being appealing to all veterans is our big thing,” said
Lawless who 1s in her fifth year as Post commander. “There
has to be something of interest to keep members involved.”

Another draw for Post 8273 members is quarterly mem-
bership drawings. Lawless said when you attend a meeting,
your name is entered into a quarterly drawing. If your name
is drawn, your membership is upgraded. If the person whose
name is drawn is a Gold Legacy Life member, that person
chooses another member for upgrade.

Lawless said that being involved in the community is an-
other draw for member engagement. At least once a month,
the Post participates in a community event.

“Sometimes, we piggyback events, too,” said Lawless,
who also served with the 8th Army in Korea {from 2004-
2006. “Something as simple as buying popsicles and hand-

ing those out for free. We do not expect anything in return.”

The Frisco Post is made up of more than 50 percent of
Gulf War vets or younger. About 25 percent of the member-
ship is female.

“We encourage all of our members to get involved,”
Lawless said. “You don’t have to be involved in every-
thing we do, but we like for members to pick one or two
things to champion.”

Retention also is as simple as connecting with members,
Lawless said. When she first became Post commander, she
said it took the better part of a year to work on updating the
roster which had a lot of inaccurate contact information.

“I stay in contact with every single member on the
roster,” Lawless said. “We also have a social media group.
Our Post chaplain also is good about staying in contact with
people in the Post.”

Lawless added that if she is unable to reach a member,
she or another vet will make a house call to see what is going
on. She has found that when someone falls off the radar,
there is something going on and the Post is ready to help.

While recruiting is ongoing at Post 8273 as evident in its
growing membership number, Lawless said she has found
vets are drawn to the Post.

“People want to be a part of our Post because of the
good things we do,” she said. “They naturally want to be a

part of something successful and good.”
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HELPING WHEN FAMILIES NEEDIT MOST

VFW’s Unmet Needs program provides active-duty service members/Guard/Reserves and their families with a hand up during times
of financial stress. Unmet Needs grants can pay for a variety of expenses including mortgage/rent payments, childcare, utility bills and
groceries, among others. Bigstock photo

“Now I can focus more on what has to be done to move
forward, not on the past. You guys saved my life from a

dark moment that almost happened — thank you.”

Craving a sense of purpose, Joseangel Campos, 37, joined
the U.S. Marine Corps in 2009. He served for 10 years
as an equipment engineer operator and was stationed in
Japan, Afghanistan, North Carolina, New Mexico and
California.

Today, Campos lives in El Paso, Texas, with his wife,
Carolina, and their four children: Jennal, Caiden, Johan-
nah and Cayson. He continues to battle the effects of
service-connected injuries, including some that occurred
more than a decade ago.

“While recruiting in my first year, I was in a high-
speed motor vehicle accident that changed my whole
career,” he said. “I never recovered from my physical and
mental injuries, some of which I was either trying to hide
or didn’t know I had at first.”

In addition to a traumatic brain injury and hairline
fractures in his back and knee, Campos copes with Post
Traumatic Stress (PTS). While researching PT'S resources,
he found the VFW’s Unmet Needs program and received
assistance to help cover a mortgage payment.

“The support made the mental challenges go away,”
he said. “Now I can focus more on what has to be done to
move forward, not on the past. You guys saved my life from
a dark moment that almost happened — thank you.”

Campos encourages those who are considering do-
nating to the VFW to do so and insisted, “Your generosity
could save the life of someone else who sacrificed their

mental and physical health to serve and find purpose.”

More than $13.1 million: The amount of financial grants awarded to military families since 2004 to help cover basic

needs in times of financial hardship. 11,607: Number of service members/veterans and their families who received assistance through Unmet Needs since 2004.
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VETERAN RECEIVES

HELP A HERO
SCHOLARSHIP

A Navy veteran can work toward a degree in physical therapy
thanks in part to the VEW?’s “Sport Clips Help A Hero Scholar-
ship” program.

Andrea Arrizon became a student at Samuel Merritt
University in Oakland, Calif., following her five years in
the Navy as an aviation ordnanceman. While looking for
financial help, Arrizon was introduced to the VEW’s “Sport
Clips Help A Hero Scholarship.”

“I heard about the “Sport Clips Help A Hero Scholarship’
through my school’s scholarship portal,” said Arrizon, who
served in the Navy between 2013 and 2018. “I've gotten one
check, but I already applied for a second scholarship.”

Arrizon’s goal is to become a physical therapist. With
about a year remaining in the program at Samuel Merritt
University, Arrizon hopes her degree can further the opportu-
nity to help her fellow veterans.

“After completing my program, I'd love to either work

for a military hospital or VA medical center,” said Arrizon,
a San Leandro, Calif, native. “I’d also like to get involved in
research to better understand the types of injuries that affect
these populations.”

Like Arrizon, many veterans in pursuit of higher learning
turn to VEW?s “Sport Clips Help A Hero Scholarship,” which
provides them with up to $5,000 in financial assistance. The
Help A Hero scholarship was established 10 years ago to help
student veterans complete their educational goals without
incurring excessive student loan debt.

As VFW’s official haircutter, Sport Clips began working
with VEW in 2005 to raise funds for a former program called
Operation Uplink. In 2013, Sport Clips became the primary
supporter of the “Help A Hero Scholarship” program. The
VEW?s “Sport Clips Help A Hero Scholarship” has awarded more
than $10.6 million to about 2,400 veterans and service mem-

bers wanting to further their education.

VEFW Sport Clips Help a Hero Scholarship program has

awarded 2,729 scholarships worth more than $12 million since 2013. Visit Attps://www. vfw.org/Scholarship

for more information.

“After completing my program, I'd
love to either work for a military
hospital or VA medical center. I'd also
like to get involved in research to better
understand the types of injuries that

affect these populations.”

Andrea Arrizon, a San Leandro, Calif., native and former Navy

aviation ordnanceman, applied for VFW’s “Sport Clips Help A Hero
Scholarship” to get help in pursuing a career in physical therapy.
She said she has about a year left in the program at Samuel Merritt
University in Oakland, Calif. Photo courtesy of Andrea Arrizon.
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SUPPORTING TROOPS AND THEIR

FAMILIES

Long before becoming commander of a VEW Post
established on an active-duty U.S. military installation
last year, Willie Keller had seen the possibilities with a
credulous eye.

Joined by other founding members of Post 12209 on
Fort Cavazos (formerly Fort Hood) near Killeen, Texas,
Keller set out to serve as an example of how a VEW Post
on an active military installation can help troops and
their families more effectively.

“I' wish I had that for me when I was coming up,” said
Keller, a 16-year Army veteran who joined VEW in 1995.
“It not only helps with recruitment, but it puts us in a posi-
tion to shed light on stuff that is not getting lit up.”

Since finding its home at Fort Cavazos’ Building
18000 on Jan. 7, 2022, Post 12209’s membership has
more than tripled its roster. The Post boosted its numbers
from 48 in July 2022 to more than 153 members as of
this August, according to Keller.

“And we haven’t dropped the hammer on member-
ship yet,” said Keller, who served in Afghanistan and Iraq
before being medically retired in 2009. “The people we
have come to us about joining is because of what they see
from us.”

Over the last year, Post 12209 has provided more
than $180,000 worth of assistance to service members and
their families by tapping into VEW’s well of programs and

services. This includes the Military Assistance Program,
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which provides Posts with grants to
help active-duty troops, as well as Un-
met Needs grants for military families
with financial difficulties.

Another beacon has been VFW’s
Adopt-a-Unit program, which to
date has allowed Post 12209 to
adopt more than 29 military units
comprising thousands of troops at
Fort Cavazos. From cookouts to care
packages to simply treating families
to a free meal, Keller added that being on base to see the
impact of the VEW makes it worth the countless hours he
puts in every day.

“When you’re in uniform, it’s your job to care,”
Keller said. “But we don’t get paid. This is something we
do for them. They see this. The highlight for me is seeing
them realize that someone really cares. It’s a good feeling
to even see generals on base stop to thank us for what

we’ve done.”

VFW Post 12209 Commander Willie Keller, left, takes a photo
while he and his Post members serve lunch to members of the
115th Brigade Support Battalion, 1st Armored BCT, 1st Cavalry
Division on Feb. 10, 2023, at Camp Cavazos near Killeen, Texas.

“T'he highlight for me 1s seeing them

realize that someone really cares.”
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DISASTER RE LI E F

Since the VEW’s inception nearly 125 years ago, its members’ pursuance to help communities ravaged
by natural disasters remains undeterred.

Under the VFW mantle, veterans from across the country annually carry out missions to combat
the harsh aftermath of floods, wildfires, typhoons or hurricanes ravaging communities.

Most recently, in early August when wildfires ravaged portions of Maui in the Hawaiian Islands,
VIFW members worked together to provide relief. Especially impacted by the fires was Lahaina, once
the capital of Hawaii.

VFW Post 3850 on Maui quickly mobilized as a distribution point for community members.

Post 3850 Commander Alton Sanders said the VFW team of volunteers have done everything they
know to do to help including offering a caring shoulder.

Sanders noted one veteran who got in touch with the Post for assistance. The vet had lost his wife
in the fire and was still in shock. In planning her funeral, he realized he had nothing to wear to her
funeral. Sanders made sure he had what he needed. Most importantly, Sanders said, was just “being
there” for the veteran to talk about his wife.

“Some of these stories are mind blowing,” Sanders said. “It is like a war zone here with no bullets.”

VEW volunteers have partnered with the local Sea Cadets and their parents in picking up 14-15 pallets
of supplies so far. Supplies are delivered to the Post and inventoried.

Then, when people come to the Post home or call, volunteers will know if they have what is needed.

“We are trying to keep this organized because this is going to be a long haul,” Sanders said. “If some-
one is unable to find a ride to the Post to pick up supplies, one of us delivers to wherever they are staying.”

In September, VFW officers from the Department of Hawaii and other members from around the state
traveled to Maui for a week to provide direct relief. They made the trip a couple of more times in the fall.

“Many VFW Posts around the country donated money to help with our Maui brothers and sisters,”
said VFW Department of Hawaii Commander Ron Schaedel. “The support has been overwhelming.”

Being on the opposite side of the island from where the fires spread, Post 3850 was unscathed.
However, one of Post members living in Lahaina lost everything in the fire, according to Sanders.

“Lahaina is the heart of the island,” Sanders said. “I have visited 49 of the 50 states, and I have

never seen a community come together like Maui has.”

VFW Department of Hawaii Commander Ron Schaedel, right, and his
Department Chief of Staff Ron Lockwood, left, present a veteran in Maui
with a quilt after she lost everything to the wildfires last summer in Hawaii.
The quilts were donated by the Maui Quilt Shop as part of its Aloha Quilts
Donation Drive. Quilts were handcrafted by quilters across the country and
Canada. Photo by Chelsea Mack

71
VFW Post 3850 Commander Alton Sanders, left, and his fellow VFW volunteers
discuss plans in August 2023 to deliver supplies to the people in Maui affected
by the wildfires that ravaged communities such as Lahaina. The Post served as a
distribution center. Photo courtesy of Alton Sanders

2023 ANNUAL REPORT * 19



EDUCATING AMERICA’S YOUTH
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Then-VFW Commander-in-Chief Timothy Borland (right) and
then-VFW Auxiliary President Jane Reape (left) present Voice of
Democracy first-place winner Scotland Stewart his $35,000 award
during the Parade of Winners on March 6, 2023, at the Regency
Ballroom in Arlington, Va. Photo by Bob Knudsen

Each year, VF'W provides high school students in the United
States and certain areas overseas with an opportunity to
voice their ideas through a democratic-themed essay.

Through this premiere scholarship program, Voice
of Democracy, VEW presented Scotland Stewart with its
first-place $35,000 T.C. Selman Memorial Scholarship during
the Parade of Winners on March 6, 2023, at the Regency
Ballroom in Arlington, Va.

Sponsored by VEW Post 1893 and its Auxiliary in Estill
Springs, Tenn., Stewart’s winning essay on “Why is the
Veteran Important?” paid tribute to his military-rich family.
“I have followed their example my whole life, so I've always
had the foundation and understanding of the importance of
veterans and their impact on our country,” Stewart said.

Stewart, a sophomore at Franklin County High School
in Winchester, Tenn., began his essay with four powerful
words: Honor. Integrity. Loyalty. Service.

“These brave men and women fight the battles abroad
so that we do not have to fight here at home,” Stewart
wrote. “They provide the very liberty that allows us to enjoy
the rights guaranteed in our Constitution, while placing
themselves in harm’s way to do so.”

The Voice of Democracy contest drew nearly 23,500
participants for the 2022-23 year. The contest received
support from VFW partner Twisted X, which donated more
than $130,000.

* VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

Then-VFW Commander-in-Chief Timothy Borland (right) and then-
VFW Auxiliary President Jane Reape (left) present Patriot’s Pen
first-place winner Leighton Peters with her $5,000 award on March
6 at the Regency Ballroom in Arlington, Va. Photo by Bob Knudsen

Leighton Peters earned top honors in VEW?’s 2022-23 Patriot’s
Pen youth essay contest. Her essay on the theme, “My Pledge
to Our Veterans?” earned Peters the $§5,000 North End Post
144, Paul A. Spera Past Commander-in-Chief Award.

A seventh-grade student in Rice Lake, Wis., Peters
was one of nearly 62,600 students in grades six through
cight to compete in the contest. She was sponsored by
VEFW Post 2204 and its Auxiliary in Rice Lake.

The first-place recipients from each Department in
the Patriot’s Pen contest shared the $55,000 in awards,
distributed accordingly to each based on placement.

To learn more about the Voice of Democracy and
Patriot’s Pen youth programs, visit www.vfw.org/Youth

Scholarships.



This year’s Smart/Maher National Citizenship Education
Teacher Award winners received rounds of resounding
applause from thousands of VEW members at the 124th
VFW National Convention on July 25 in Phoenix.

Introduced by then-VFW Commander-in-Chief
Timothy Borland, the teachers, representing three
categories ranging from elementary to high school, each
received a $1,000 check towards their school and another
$1,000 towards their professional development.

The winners included Kelly Garey for the elementary
school category, Susan Allgood for middle school and
Javier Martinez for high school, respectively.

Garey, a Navy Reservist and life member of VFW
Post 3886 in Caldwell, Idaho, has taught for more than 30
years at Van Buren Elementary School in Caldwell.

Allgood, who was sponsored by VEW Post 4346 in
Toccoa, Ga., is an eighth-grade English teacher at Stephens
County Middle School in Toccoa who teaches students about

the sacrifices of veterans through her class curriculum.

EDUCATION BY THE NUMBERS

$1.3 Million:

Amount of awards presented at all levels of VFW during

the 2022-23 Toice of Democracy competition.

$778,000:

Amount of awards presented at all levels of VFW during

the 2022-23 Patriot’s Pen competition.

62,630:
Number of Patriot’s Pen student participants in 2022-23.

Martinez, a Marine who served on active duty and
in the Marine Corps Reserve for more than a decade,
carned his master’s in education from Aurora University
in Illinois and began teaching at Kaneland High School
in Maple Park, Ill., in 2007. He was sponsored by Post
5819 in Lemont, I11.

TOP RIGHT: Marine Corps veteran Javier Martinez speaks following
his acceptance of VFW’s Smart/ Maher National Citizenship
Education Teacher Award during the 124th National Convention on
July 25 in Phoenix. Martinez has been teaching at Kaneland High
School in Maple Park, Ill., since 2007. Photo by Nicole Knudsen

MIDDLE RIGHT: Kelly Garey, a Navy Reservist and life member

of VFW Post 3886 in Caldwell, Idaho, speaks after receiving her
VFW’s Smart/Maher National Citizenship Education Teacher Award
during the 124th National Convention on July 25 in Phoenix. For
more than 30 years, the retired chief petty officer has split her time
between the Navy Operations Support Center in Boise, Idaho, and
teaching youths at Van Buren Elementary School in Caldwell. Photo
by Nicole Knudsen

BOTTOM RIGHT: Susan Allgood, left, accepts her award from
then-VFW Commander-in-Chief Timothy Borland during the 124th
National Convention on July 25 in Phoenix. Photo by Bob Knudsen

23,454:
Number of Taice of Democraey student participants in 2022-23.

$59,257:
Amount of awards distributed at the
Post, District and Department levels for the
Smart/Maher award in 2022-23.

67:

Number of teachers who have been honored since 1999.
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#STILLSERVING

Members of VFW Post 1533 and its Auxiliary in San Antonio sort and pack potatoes in the San
Antonio Food Bank’s warehouse during their VFW Day of Service in May. VFW’s second annual
Day of Service grew its total number of grassroots events by more than 20 percent from the
first year. VFW Posts in all 50 states, as well as those in Europe, Guam, Asia and Puerto Rico,
participated. Photo Courtesy of VFW Post 1533
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For their VFW Day of Service in May 2023, VFW Post 1533 members in San Antonio split
their time into two volunteer sessions at the San Antonio Food Bank.

A cohort of 18 Post members spent more than three hours apiece on May 16 and May 19,
respectively, working out of the San Antonio Food Bank’s warehouse sorting and packing food
for those suffering from food insecurity.

“Our Day of Service was spent in a warehouse working with fellow volunteers from across
our community who were equally committed to fighting hunger,” VEW Post 1533 Judge Advo-
cate General Suzzie Thomas said. “By luck and good fortune, we were joined by high school
students, volunteers from USAA and a large group of Navy chiefs.”

VEFW Post 1533 also donated $500 to the Food Bank, helping provide more than 3,500
meals for the community, an additional token of their mission.

“VFW’s Day of Service is about perspective and team work,” Thomas said. “We can all
get caught up in our daily grind and life’s challenges, so it is important to make the time and
have a reason to come together as a team to make a positive impact.”

Despite their efforts during the 2023 Day of Service, Post 1533 members went beyond the
month of May and remained involved with the Food Bank throughout the summer. In July,
they also hosted a food and pet drive at their Post, donating an additional 1,072 food items to
the San Antonio Food Bank.

In April 2023, VEW was awarded a Gold Stevie® Award in the Corporate & Community
— Community Engagement Event category for its inaugural VF'W Day of Service campaign
in the 21st Annual American Business Awards®. The American Business Awards (ABA) is the

nation’s premier business awards program.

“We can all get caught up in our daily grind and
life’s challenges, so it 1s important to make the time
and have a reason to come together as a team to

make a positive impact.”




REMEMBERING OUR

“It 1s sacred ground
for the VEW. The
history of the heroes
laid to rest here, and
the lore of our own
Buddy Poppy just

surrounds you.”

Thierry Faveere, his son, Onno, and
then-VFW Commander-in-Chief
Tim Borland gather at the grave

of Army Pvt. Raleigh D. Cawein on
Sept. 2, 2022, at the Flanders Field
American Cemetery and Memorial
in Waregem, Belgium. The Faveere
family adopted the grave of Cawein,
a New Yorker killed in World War |,
and Borland met with the father and
son while touring the cemetery.
VFW Photo

Among VFW’s core beliefs is the preservation and remem-
brance of those American soldiers whose sacrifices shall
weather the winds of passing time.

During one of his first overseas trips as then-VFW
Commander-in-Chief last year, Timothy Borland made it a
priority to visit a site that ties directly to one of VFW’s most
cherished symbols. The Flanders Field American Cemetery
and Memorial in Waregem, Belgium, contains 368 burial
sites, the majority of which are the final resting place for U.S.
troops who died fighting in the last weeks of World War I.

“T had to see the cemetery,” Borland said. “It is sacred
ground for the VFFW. The history of the heroes laid to rest here,
and the lore of our own Buddy Poppy just surrounds you.”

Flanders Field is the setting for the poem “In Flanders
Fields,” written in 1915 by Col. John McCrae, a WWI
Canadian soldier who died of illness in a British officers
hospital in 1918. The literary work presented a striking
image of bright red poppies blooming among the rows of
white crosses marking the graves in and around Flanders,
the northern portion of Belgium that saw heavy fighting in
World War L.

The poem inspired VFW delegates to approve a motion
at the 1922 National Convention in Seattle, Wash., declar-
ing the poppy as VEW’s official flower. In May 1924, VFW
registered the name “Buddy Poppy” with the U.S. patent
office, which gave the VFW all rights to the name.

Borland said he was thankful to have been able to visit
such a place with so much world, American and VFW history.
“It really is a beautiful site,” Borland said. “There are

hedges and flowers everywhere, with the poppies blooming
in April. It is very well maintained with an impressive shrine
at the center. It reminded me of a little Arlington. The honor

of being there gave me goosebumps. It was humbling.”
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VEFW FOUNDATION DONORS

2KOS Enterprises LLC

3 Grand Clips, LLC

3H Enterprises LLC

4321 Clips LLC

4Hero's LLC

619 Championship LLC

A & M Clips LLC

A and G Holdings-CC LLC

A Teams Management Corp.

A.S. Pushkin Memorial Home

ABIIILC

Abaco Development, Inc.

Abink LLC

ABQ NM LLC

Ace Hardware Corporation

Actiiv

Aim High Ventures, Inc.

Alamo Tees

Alexander LLC

Alexander S. Alacche
Foundation

John and Alice Allen

William and Susan Allen

Allstar Mazzone Management
LLC

ALSOMT, Inc.

Sharon Alspaugh

Altamira

Altice USA

Amandrex LLC

American Crew

Amijaco, Inc.

Ampler Burger

Marcus Anderson

Patricio Andrade-Martin

Ann and Carl Myers Charitable

Foundation

The Apple Lane Foundation

Stephen and Debbie Arbogast

Asays Clips LLC

ASC LLC

Aston Properties

Aydell Investments LLC

Thomas Barker

Debera Barnes

Baron Enterprises

Batter Up, Inc.

Beach Avenue Food Service

Beal & Currie Investments LLC

Beaton, Inc.

Belgem Ventures LLC

James Bengala

Carol Benner

Bennett Management Corp.

Albert Bentley

Beon Investments LLC

Jared Bernard

Stephen Bersack

Bhooshay Enterprises of

Ohio LLC

Bin There Dump That-CLT

Bissonnette Family Charitable
Fund

Lewis Black

BlackRock

Janet L. Blau

BLB Enterprises, Inc.

Laurie Blouin and Keith

Kennelly

Blount Restaurants
Management

24 %

Blue Yonder

Bonanza Ventures LLC

Booz Allen Hamilton

Border Food Service, Inc.

Boro Cuts LLC

Brandt Enterprises, Inc.

Sharon Brantmeier

Brass Ball LLC

Thomas H. Brault

Bravokilo, Inc.

Brian W. Hicks American

Freedom Fund

BrickClips LLC

Bridgestone

Donald Brigham

Briks Ventures LLC

Walter Brown

Buckeye Clips LLC

Bulldog Cuts LLC

Bunte Enterprises, Inc.

Burben Investments, Inc.

Justin Burdge

Burgess Enterprises, Inc.

Butcher Cuts, Inc.

Butler Family Foundation

Bux LLC

Cornelius J. and Wilma Bykerk

C & S Miller Holdings LLC

William Cain

Calres, Inc.

Cangelosi Investment Group,
Inc.

Carter Family

Leo Castro

Cave Enterprises LLC

CBA Sports LLC

CBT Investments LLC

Central Texas Strategies LLC

Marc Champagne

Jack W. and Ellen M. Charlsen

Celeste and Robert Chernin

Chesapeake Cuts LLC

Chester County Haircutters LLC

Childers Group LLC

Churchill Enterprises LLC

Cibolo Creek Cuts, Inc.

CIG East, Inc.

CIG North, Inc.

CIG South, Inc.

Reginald Cimini

CK Clippers LLC

ClearSky

Clemmer & Clemmer LLC

Clippers of Knoxville LLC

Clippers of the Mid-South LLC

Clips LLC

CLPN Investments LLC

Coastal Styles1 LLC

Mary Cohen

Comer Industries

Constance M. Cooper Charitable

Foundation

Constellation

Corymore Foundation

Cotton Tops Enterprises, Inc.

CRAWCO LLC

Crew Cut 4, Inc.

James Culver

Gary Cunningham

Gregg and Carla Curry

CV Investments LLC

CV Ventures LLC

Daikin Comfort Technologies

Dakota Associates, Inc.

Helen and Brian Daly

Darbyshire Heron LLC

DASJ, Inc.

Dave and Bobbi

Melissa Dawson

Maria De Waal Putter

Dean, Heckle & Hill, Inc.

Rebecca Dean

Delilah Development LLC

Delsher, Inc.

Delton Restaurants, Inc.

Robert Demce

DemCoh LLC

Department of Connecticut,
VFW

Department of Kansas, VFW

District 5 Riders Group

Department of Maine, VFW

Department of Pacific, VFW

Department of Wyoming, VFW

Desert Skies LLC

Devine Clips LLC

Kevin and Rose Dicharry

Dilla Enterprises

Disney

Dogwood Group LLC

Patrick Doran

Dorulla Group, Inc.

DTE Energy Foundation

Fred W. Duemling

Dunleavy Financial
Management, Inc.

Dunnottar Management, Inc.

Dyno Development LLC

East Highland LLC

EDGJ, Inc.

EDS

Buddy and Frances Ehrlich

Emerald Coast Clips LLC

Carolyn Entrikin

ER Enterprises LLC

Ever Loved, Inc.

Expolanka USA LLC

Eyemart Express

Juliana Fabbri

Fagnant Family Charitable Fund

Fairwinds Enterprises LLC

Faster Cat LLC

FHHC Acquisition LLC

Donald Finger

Firewheel 428 LLC

Five Seas LLC

Flis Enterprises, Inc.

Foard Wealth Management LLC

John Foede

Gerald L. Ford Irrevocable Trust

Frances and Gordon Holland

Family Foundation

Fraziers3 LLC

G & G of SC Development LLC

Galloway Giving Fund

Eric Gandaho

GARCOR LLC

Dean Garretson

Gars Gagnent LLC

GDK Development, Inc.

Genesail, Inc.

GessnerLaw

Mr. Thomas R. Gherini

Gilbertson Restaurants LLC

Cornelius Giles

Gladiathair LLC

Global Atlantic Charitable Gift
Fund

GMGAA, Inc.

William E. Goggin

Gold Coast Ventures LLC

Goldman Sachs

Jeffrey and Kathleen Goldstein

Gomer’s State Line

GovernmentCIO LLC

Grad Solution’s Fund

Grafton Enterprises LLC

Grand Clips Enterprises

Grant Lyddon Foundation

Kelly Green

Grimm Family Foundation

GRQ Sports, Inc.

GT Nations LLC

Billie J. Guentz

Daniel L. Gurovich

Guy C. Easter Estate

H & L Haircuts of Wyckoff LLC

H & Waldie LLC

H2D LLC

Haircuts for Men LLC

Haircuts LLC

Andrew Hamilton

Anne Hamlett

Hance, Inc.

Eddie and Sheryl Harmon

Raymond Harper

Teresa Harrelson

Betty Harvey

Haven Group US LLC

HBJ LLP

Head To Toe LLC

Candace Hendrickson

Karen and Al Hermanson

Numa Hero Il

Sam and Jan Hewitt

Ann M. and William G. Higgs

Augustus and Dorothy High

Highland Enterprises, Inc.

His Hair LLC

HK Enterprise Group LLC

Hoffman Charitable Fund

Bernard Holly

Home Work Services, Inc.

Dale and Gail Hoover

Hopper Ventures, Inc.

Horn Business Interests LLC

Howarth & McKinley LLC

HSC Cincinnati LLC

HSR Enterprises, Inc.

Hunter Holdings

Hutton Family

Kurtis laia

Akira and Hisako Imamura

Paul Izaguirre

J. Arthur Dail, Inc.

Jack of all Fades LLC

Brandon Jackson

Janamo Enterprises

Jango Giving Fund

Jars of Clay LLC

Jars Services LLC

JBD Investments, Inc.

JCM Interests LLC
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The VFW Foundation wishes to express its gratitude to some of its most magnanimous donors. Such generosity
helped fund numerous VFW programs and initiatives from Sept. 1, 2022 through Aug. 31, 2023.

JDMK Global LLC

Jimzer, Inc.

JM Elliott Enterprise LLC

JMF Hair Works LLC

John and Nellie E. Bastien

Memorial Foundation

Jomeka Enterprises LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Jones

JPM Health & Beauty, Inc.

JR Valpo LLC

JSK Group LLC

JTU LLC

JVH MO, Inc.

Kaptivate LLC

Karali Ohio LLC

KBRM LLC

KC Running Company

KCKR Holding Company

Joseph Keefe

Kelley Endeavors LLC

Kelley Enterprises LLC

Thomas J. Kelly

Hugh and Wendy Kendrick

Kenly, Inc.

Keppel Family Fund

Keyser Enterprises, Inc.

Keystone Clippers LLC

Kinetic Kuts LLC

King Collyns LLC

Mr. James King

Kleds, Inc.

KLIC, Inc.

KO Enterprises LLC

Kost2Kost Enterprises

Kraf, Inc.

KT Sports Ventures LLC

KTR LLC

Kuenkler Family Foundation

Gerald and Joan Kugel

L& LArtsLLC

Daniel LaGraize

Laguerre Capital LLC

Laird Management LLC

Lancaster South Carolina

Veterans Breakfast Club

Stephan Larue

Las Cruces SC 201 LLC

Ida Latz Trust

Law Offices of Edward M.
Melillo, PLLC

LBK LLC

Lee Hill Investments LLC

William Lee

Shawn Levitt

Lewry Family Fund

LGC, Inc.

Meta Linde

Jane Liskutan

Little Family Foundation

LLU Enterprises LLC

Dirk and Julia Lokker

Long Franchises LLC

Joshua Loya

LST Clips, Inc.

Janet P. Lystra

M & R West York

M.E.H. Investments, Inc.

M2 Enterprises LLC

Macaluso Family Giving

MacClips, Inc.

Macres, Inc.

Madison Cuts LLC

Magnate Alaska LLC

Victoria Mah and Mah Family
Maher Lund LLC

Making Lives Better with Alorica,

Inc, WAH Chapter
Mamba Mentality LLC
March 11, Inc.

Sandra Marina Bobek
George Markon

James Masad

Michael Mascaro
Mastoran Corporation
Matthews MVP Clips LLC
MAV LLC

MAXCO, Inc.

Ron Maynard

Susie McArthur

McCleary Group LLC
MCD-GA LLC

McMahon Investco, Inc.
Medvilla LLC

Mellow Herzog’s LLC
Menestys LLC

Jeff and Madeline Mercer
MFI

MGBL LLC

MGClips LLC

MidAmerica Hotels Corporation
Miles Holden, Inc.

Miller Management LLC
Jennifer Dawn Mills
Millspaugh Family

MMAO LLC

Modern Clips LLC
Mo-Hair LLC

Janet Moline

Momentum Investments, Inc.
Julie Mora

Grace Morgan

Motts, Inc.

Mountain West Clips LLC
MT Food Group Holdco LLC
Pam Munro

MVP LLC

MVP Mazzone Management LLC

My Tara LLC

MYST, Inc.

Nagaprasad Nagajothi and
Vidhya Ramachandran Family
Fund

Navidare LLC

Naz Clips LLC

NC Sport Clips LLC

NC Sport Cuts LLC

Mark and Janet Nelson

Steve and Susan Nelson

New Style LLC

New World Somewhere

Newell-Berg Alliance LLC

Nextquest, Inc.

Nioxin

Anthony and Linda Nocella

Noeltner Family Fund

Timothy Nolan

Peter Noone

Northwest Development Co.

Northwind Investments, Inc.

Norton Clips LLC

NStar Sport LLC

NT & D Venture, Inc.

Nucor Charitable Foundation

OCS Chemicals LLC

OH603 LLC

OH604 LLC

Ohle SC LLC

Onardem Ventures, Inc.

David Pai

Pamlico Capital

Parisi Enterprises, Inc.

Carol Parker

Debra Parmet and Allen Parmet

Patlan LLC

Peacock Companies LLC

Marra E. Peche

Pilgreen Family Fund

Pine Valley Group LLC

PLB Holding Corp.

The Pointe O'View Fund

Meredith Poland

Pollert Family Fund

Doris Pomidor

Portabeau LLC

PR Clips LP

Premier Salons of Oregon Corp.

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church

Ryan and Courtney Prince

Pro Day Enterprises LLC

Dennis Prock

Proper Enterprises LLC

Providence CC LLC

PS92SK LLP

PVG LLC

QLI Inc.

QL, Inc.

QTC Management, Inc.

Quik Foods, Inc.

R & D Ventures, Inc.

R & M Ventures LLC

Rad Cuts LLC

Raintree Clips LLC

Michael Ratkiewicz

REB Ventures LLC

RECS Clips LLC

Joseph Reese

Register Enterprises LLC

Richard J. Reilly, Jr. Memorial
Fund

Reisinger Ventures, Inc.

RFDM Sport, Inc.

RHO Group LLC

RHSC Development LLC

RI Haircuts LLC

Richard and Maude Ferry

Foundation

Rigg LLC

RJ Sport, Inc.

Kyu Ro

Walter and Jean Roederer

Rogue Palm LLC

Rohleder Charity

Roger Rozinski

RPCC, Inc.

RRI Enterprises LLC

RSH Enterprises, Inc.

S &L Cuts, Inc.

S. Kilips, Inc.

SAFTA, Inc.

Samben Enterprises LLC

San Fu, Inc.

SARJNT, Inc.

Sawyer Business Group, Inc.
SBK Enterprises, Inc.
SC Hair LLC

SC of New England LLC
SC of the Ozarks, Inc.
SC Trims LLC

SC Wildcat Holdings, Inc.
SCCUTS LLC

Sherry Schlossnagle
Claire Schucoski

Alvin and Marie Schultz
SCIM2 LLC

SCMN LLC

SCWM LLC

Seafive LLC

Seafour LLC

Seagle LLC

Seaseven LLC

Seasix LLC

Second Down LLC
Nancy and Patrick Seleski
SEU Enterprises LLC
Sexy Hair

Dianne Seymour

Shear Blitz, Inc.

Sheehy Enterprises, Inc.
Sierra Nevada SC, Inc.
Jeffrey Simms

Alan Sist

SLLAAL LLC

Sloane Business LLC
Deante Smith

SMP Holdings LLC
SMTMS, Inc.

Leslie Soehner

Sonic Holdings, Inc.
Sporting Operating | LLC
Sports Cut LLC

Sporty Lifestyle, Inc.
Sierra Spring

St. Juste Management Corp.
Staples Family

State Farm

Marion H. Steiner
Esther Stringfellow
William E. Sugg IV
Sunbelt Rentals
Sundance Clips LLC
Sunfam LLC

Sunset Management LLC
Sutherland, Inc.

SWI Enterprise LLC
SYMA Ventures, Inc.
TAD Enterprises LLC
Tanner Companies, Inc.
Tasty King LLC

Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Taylor
TBM7 Investments
TCNT LLC

Team MVP LLC

Team Uresti LLC

Mary Beth Tencza

Terzis Investments, Inc.

Thomas Group International LLC

Thorsen Enterprises, Inc.
THR Carroliton LLC
Tietze Family Fund

Tito's Vodka

TKB Enterprises LLC
TKMT LLC

TMAC Investments, Inc.

TNG Ventures LLC

TNMR Family Fund

TOMS King Services LLC

Top Cuts LLC

Top Dog LLC

Trans Am Industries, Inc.

TRCLIPS LLC

Tri City Foods, Inc.

Trim Team Ventures, Inc.

Triple Play LLC

TSF Holdings LLC

Turner Company LLC

TW Group LLC

Twisted Maple LLC

Tyben Corp.

Tytegtay, Inc.

UT LLC

Charles and Jane Vacchiano

Frank and Cecilie Van der Klugt

Vanity Ventures, Inc.

Michael Varela

Sharon Veale

Veterans United Foundation

VFW Auxiliary 1114

VFW Auxiliary 7573

VFW Auxiliary 7687

VFW Auxiliary 8175

VFW Auxiliary 969

VFW Post 10429

VFW Post 10643

VFW Post 1603

VFW Post 194

VFW Post 2695

VFW Post 4809

VFW Post 5036

VFW Post 6859

VFW Post 7907

VFW Post and Auxiliary 12202

Viking Restaurants LLC

Voegtle Enterprises, Inc.

Wage Haircutters LLC

Walgreens

Janine Warell

Waszak Enterprises LLC

Harold Waugh

Wayne Clips Associates LLC

WCS LLC

Weber & Jones Investments,
Inc.

Welstand Partners, Inc.

Weseman Group LTD

West Coast Clips, Inc.

Wetzig Corp.

Wexler Family

William Wheeler

Vernon H. White

Whittleman Enterprises, Inc.

Stephen Widmer

Wildcat Investments LLC

Ron Wilson

Mrs. Elizabeth S. Winship

Winston Capstone, Inc.

Wisdom International LLC

Woodlawn Enterprises, Inc.

Scott Woolley

Mark Wooster

Wounded Warrior Project

Lucille Yeany

Zamla Enterprises LLC

James Zellmer



VIFW ELITE DONOR

John C. Adams

Mrs. Virginia C. Adams
Donald Ahnger
Charles G. Allen IV
Ms. Susan Allen
Carole Altice

Mr. John A. Ames
Robert Andersen
Herbert Anderson
Marlin Anderson

Ms. Linnea Anderson
Stephen A. Anderson
P. H. Andrade-Marin
Mrs. Carol E. Aten

Mr. Roger Atkinson
Mr. Tom Atwood

Mr. David B. Ayers
Brooke Aziere

D.S.B.

Beth Bader

Mrs. Marjorie Badger
Mr. John Ballantyne
Mr. George P. Bancroft
Dianne Bandler

Mr. Bradford H. Banks
Edward G. Barabasz
B. D. Baranski

Mr. Jeff Barnes

David Barnes

Ms Patrizia Barone
Laverne Bauer

Mr David Bazart
Mark& Patricia Beech
Mr Robert A Beer

Mr Chuck Bell

James Bell

Mrs Margaret Bellin
Yvonne Bellinger

Ms. Mary L. Bergeron
Barry Berish

Cathy Bernard

E. C. Bessey

Mrs. Carole A. Bettencourt
Pat Billups

John Binko

Ms. Joyce Blankenship
Bunny Blood

Burnis W. Bobbitt
Cecil L. Bodily

William J. Bohlke
Nancy Lea Bohmer
Bob Borden

Mr. Art Bors

John Bourne

Ms. Patricia R. Bowhen

Peg W. Brandon Major Ret.

Mrs. Louise Breber
Mr. Troy Breese

Mr. Daniel J. Brestle
Mrs. Marie Breyere
Ms. Sheryl A. Broderick
Janet Brodie
William Brook

J Brown

Dori G Brown

Gary L Bruce

Rory Bruer

Mrs. Cheri Brumleu
Mr. John P. Bryan
Richard Bryant

Mr. Robert Buehler
John E. Buelt

Mr. Rudolf Burch
Robert E. Burger

M. A. Burkhard

Ms. Paula Butler

Mr. Robert Byers Jr.
Mrs. Gail Cannella
Mr. Frank Caponegro
Linda Carr

Mr. Peter Carriero

Mr. Elliott Case

Noel A. Castellon
Joseph R. Cazares
Thomas & Judith Cerny
Maxine Chandler

Rex Christensen

Mr. James Christopher
Shu Tung Chu

Mr. Gregory Ciongoli
Mr. James Clenny

Mr. Louis Cogliani
Lillian Collier

Erica Collins

Gary Conlon

Philip Constantine
Cooper Electric Inc.
Mr. K. M. Copeland
Allen & Nancy Cornell
Joseph Coulter
Sharon Covey

Bruce T. Cowee

Mr. James Cox
George Cox

Fiona C. Crawford

Mr. William Cree

Mr. Patrick L. Creek
Presley T. Creery

Mr. Ralph E. Crowell Il
Rick Culbertson

Jean Cummings
Michael Currie

Mr. James Curry

Mr. Wayne E. Curtis
Susan & G. Richard Cutter
Patricia L. Dahlem
Mr. Robert Z. B. Dalal
David J. Dando

Ms Kathryn A. D'Angelo
Daniel D'aniello
Mark Danisewicz

Mr. Lewie J. Darter IlI
John W. Davenport
Merrill Davidoff
Marcy & Ron Davis
Raymond P. Davis Jr.
Beverly Davis
Nicholas De Martini
Ms. Virginia Deane
Leola M. Deboer

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred C. DeCrane Jr.

Mr. Lawrence F. Del Pizzo
Elisa Delozier

Louis C. Delzer

Robert F. Denham

Mr. Anthony E. Denis
Leo Denlea Jr.

Marcel J. Depersig

Mr. Ralph Deuser
Dalton E. Diamond
Robert N. Dickenson
Mr. Doug Dickson
MSgt. Jim F. Diggs Ret.
Vincent DiGirolamo
Mr. Clifford T Dirkes
Ms. Nancy Donahue
Mr. Richard Donnelly
Robert E. Dorsey Jr.

Bruce Downs Trust
Ralph W. Draeger
Mrs. Patricia R. Drake
Mr. Kent Du Pont
Ruthie B. Duenner
Franklin Duane Duff
Mr. Steve Duffett

Mr. Harold Dulude
Mr. James E. Dunlap
Mr. Jim Dunmyer

Mr. Daniel Dunn

Mrs. Lois W. Dyk

Mr. John Eagleson
Col. Caril L. Edgington
Omar Elias

Michael A. Ellison

Mr Scott Emerman

Emil Ewald Family Foundation

Mr. Steve Enger
Vincent Eppolito

Mr. Donald Erenberg
Donald Erickson

Lucille Esposito
Constance L. Estes
Shary Everett

Brigitte Failner

Angel L. Falcon

Mr. John Fallow

Mr. John Felan

Dennis F. Fenske

Mr. Joseph A. Ferens
Mr. Robert Field

Mr. James R. Fields
Arvold Fisher

Ms. Elizabeth Fitzgerald
Teresa Flynn

David Foltz

W. Robert Frizzell
Virginia Fulton

Michael L. Furgal

Roger Gallow

Major L. Garrett Jr.

Mr. Robert Garza
George Gatto

Mr. James Geist

Mr Gregory Leigh Gellert
Sharon K. Gentry
Clayton Gerrond

Mr. John W. Gift

Mr. & Mrs. Frank G. Gilliland
Mr. George Gillispie
Steve Girard

Debra Goodfellow

Mr. Michael L. Goodman
A. W. Goodson

Mr. Eugene L. Goon

Mr. Eugene Gordon

Ralph G. or Cherie Gorenstein

Ms. Peggy Granberry
Winslow D. Grandstrand
Ronald J. Grant

Mr. Charles L. Grantham
Guy Gravel

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Griffin
Robert F. Grimm

Mr. Richard G. Guay
Winston Guest

Ms. Julia Guggenheim
Shirley Hall

Mr. Peter Hamel

William E. Hamilton

Mr. David Hamm

Mr. Charles E. Hancock
Lynne E. Hanse

G. Hansen

John Hapke

David Hargis

Colleen J. Harnish

Frances B. Harris

William E. Harvey

Chad M. Hassebroek

Mr. William Hassoldt

Robert & Marcy Haupt

Marie Headley

Ms. Helen Heisler

Ms. Jeanette Helderman

Norma Heller

Larry H. Helscher

Ms. Kathryn L. Henderson

Alfred C. Henry

Ms. Margaret Hensley

T. Scott Hickman

Capt. Tatnall L. Hillman Sc,
Usnr-Ret.

Larry G. Holden

Francis B. Holland

Denton Holmes

Jae Hong

Scott Horn

Mr. James L. Horne

Keith House

Mr. Jeffrey Howard

Perry Howard

Jeff Howle

John Hughes

Mr Leslie J. Huizenga Sr.

Nancy Ann Hunt

Mr. Robert J. Hunter

Judith C. Hussman

Dryke Hutchison

Mr. Eugene Ignatowski

Commerce Register Inc.

Isabella C. Ingles

Mrs. Barbara A. Irace

Gregory Isaeff

Bernard & Tawn Isker

Gerald Jacobson

Stewart H. Jaehnig

Raymond James

N. K. Jaquez

James E. Jefferson

Mr. Bob D. Jenkins

Mr. David L. Johnson

Steve Johnson

Charles E. Johnson

Mr. Steve Johnson

Betty S. Johnson

Mr. Bob C. Jones

Ms. Gloria Jurado

Mr. Andrew Kaczmarek Il

John J. Kaminski

Kelly & Matt Kammerzell

Sigmund Kassap

Wayne Kauth

Janice & Edward Keeley

Clay Keen

William J. Kehler

Mr. Robert Keith

Mr. Robert Kellams

Mr. Mark Kellerman

Millard B. Kelley

Mr. Gordon P. Kemmerer Ret.

Donald J. Kendzior

Jeanne & Philip Kennedy

John Kennett

Mr. Joseph Ketner

Dennis J. Ketter

Howard W. Kietzman Jr.

Hyun Jong Kim

Mr. Thomas J. Kinney
Mrs. Gail J. Klassen
Charles Klotz

Mrs. Thomas S. Knight Jr.
Mr. Robert D. Knight
Belinda A. Knochel

Mr. James T. Knowles
Mr. Melvin Koga

Ms. Alice Koncsol

Larry Kradle

Mr. Stephen Kruger
Gary L. Kruse

George H. Kuhl

Mr. Laszlo Kulcsar
William E. Kunz

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald La Favre
Philip Lange

Mr. Harry D. Larabee
Ms. Karen Larkin
Eugene E. Lassalle

Ms. Judy A. Latanation
Mr. David R. Latchford
Pat Lathum

Nicholas D. Latrenta
Mr. Phillip Laugen

Loyd T Lavender
Jeffrey H. Lawton

Mr Richard C. Leclaire
Marvin D. Lerfald
Frank J. Levanti Jr.
Kenneth Lew

Jennifer A. Lewis

Mr. H. W. Lichtenberger
Mr. W. Henry Lingle IV
Mr. John E. Linton
George S. Littell

Mr. Charles E. Little
Samuel C. Long

Albert & Margaret Low
Mrs. John A. Lowry
Raymond Ludtke

Mr. Raymond Lugo
Kurtice Luther

Scott D. Lutjens

Mrs. James Lyon
Robert and Karen Mackey
Mr. Paul Mackin

Ms. Patricia Macomber
Mr. Steve Magnuson
Bradley A. Mahany

Ms. Mary Ann Mahoney
Mr. Daniel L. Mairs
Richard A. Majeres
Charles Malinowski
Julie Malmstrom

Judith J. Manaro
Samuel Mann

Mr. Richard L. Manolio
Robert Mapel

Dr. Lawrence Marcotte
Dan and Anita Marquitz
Mrs. Mary J. Mars

Mrs. Judy Marshall
Mrs. Brenda Upchurch-Martin
Clark D. Martin

Robert Martini

Mr. Richard C. Marx
Ms Veronica Master

Mr Morgan T. Matthews
Arline Matthews

James Maucere

James Mauldin

Donald A Mawhinney

Karen Mayfield
William Mayrose
Albert R. Mazza

Mr. & Mrs. Steven R. Mazzola

Ms. Kathleen L. Mc Carthy
Terry & Marie Mc Kinney
Sandra Kelly Mc Kinney
Ms. Edna McAdoo

Ms. Dianne J. McClelland
Mr. Leland McGill

Ms. Bernadette McHugh
Derek McLoughlin

Joan McNerney

Patricia K. McPherson
Tim Meggison

Mr. Gary L. Mellema

Mr. Donald R. Mengel
Mr. Dewitt Mercer

Dr. Frank W. Merrick
Ms. Becky Messner
Jimmy Meyer

Mr. James Meyer

Ms. Susanne F. Miller
Ms. Karleen Miller

Mr. William Monahan
Ms. Joy Mooney

Harold & Helen Moore
Al Moore

Jack Moore

Mr. Daven Morey

Lee C. Morgan

Susan Morgan

Ned Morris

Kathleen Morrison
Philip and Rhonda Moses
Mr. Gary R. Mudd

Dr. Marlies Mueller

Mr. lvan Muetzel
Andrew K. Mull

Mr. Gary Mullen

Ms. Barbara Mullins
Mrs. Ingegerd Mundheim
John F. Murphy

Michael E. Mushinskie
Jim Muth

Mr. & Mrs. James M. Myers
Donald S. Myers
William A. Napiecinski
David And Donna Nattras
Jeff Neisen

Steve & Susan Nelson
Leonard Nelson

Lina I. Nelson

John J. Nero

Mr. William Ness

Ursula Niarakis

Mr. Jeffrey G. Nichols
Mr. Paul Noe

Thomas Noone

Mrs. Noel Nowe

S. T. Nugent

Dennis Nyhus

Wayne A. O’Shana
Claude Obar

Ms. Marilyn Obrien

Mr. John B. O’Brien
Randall ODonnell

Scott Orenstein

Mr. Robert L. Orgill Jr.
Timothy Osborne

Mr. Jon Oscher

Carol Oukrop

Helen Owens

Mr. Vernon Pack

Madeleine M. Palacin

Ms. Catherine E. Palmer Family

Norman Patterson
Patricia Pavlenco
Joseph T. Pecorino
Carolyn Pedone

Lawrence D. Pelis SGM USA Ret

Cheryl K. Pelton

Mr. Frank Perrotta

Mr. Philip Persi

Ms. Cynthia Caraffa Petrello
Carol A. Pfaff

Ms. Sandra Pierce

Mr. Jeffrey E. Pimper
Calvin H. Pingree

Ms. Elaine Platt

Mr. Hal Pliska

Mrs. Vy Pockrandt

Mr. Robert Poli

Dennis H. Pope

Dr. James S. Prawat
Mr. Robert C. Prentice
Ms. Linda Prescott

Mr. Wayne H. Price

Mr. Stanley Pushkarsky
Dennis J. Quinlan

Mr. Richard Quinn

Mr. Gary Radtke
Robert W. Rahe

John G. Rangos Sr.
Rask Family

Enos and Cherie Rasnick
Tom & Karen Rastin-Wright
Mrs. Sandra Rea

Dr. Robert S. Reimers
Mel Reinthal

Roger Reiser

Ms. Jill Remick

Mr. William Renaut Jr.
John B. Renwick

Susan Rey

Corinne H. Richardson
David Richman

Mr. Alfred G. Richter Jr.
Carole Riley

Barbara Risius
Reinaldo Rivera
Russell Robideau

Mr. Robert Rodriguez
Harry K. Rogers Jr.

Dan Rommel

Mr. John Romnes
Richard Rosenberg

Ms Sue Ross

Mr John & Ruth Roth
Dr. John Roueche
Andrew Roy

David Charles Ruberg
Robert D. Rucinski
Lawrence F. Ruehling
Brad Ruesch

Mr. Stephen B. Russell
James P. Russell

Mr. Randy Rutter

Roger A. Rystrom
Albert Saia

Mr. Joseph Salamone
Donald W. Salo

Mr. Michael Saner
David Sawicki

Dr. Lisa Dunkle Scheffler
Loretta Scherer

Mr. John B. Scheumann Jr.
Mrs. Robert E. Schjerven

Mrs. Jacqueline Schlate
Joseph W. Schmidt

Mr. John L. Schooley
Pete & Pam Schroeder
Gregory Schuh

Mr. Charles Schwab
Mr. Clayton Sealy

Jo Ann Seymour

Mr. R. J. Shaffer

Mr. Larry E. Shaffer

Mr. Eric R. Shapiro
Kevin Shea

Mr. David M. Shea

Mr. Thomas Shields
Jan Shirley

Ms. Allmut Sieper
Leonard Signeski

Mr. Louis Simon
Ronald Simons
Kenneth R. Sinibaldi
David Sippel

Mr. William Sloane

Ms. Debra Slocum
Lynn H. Sluder

Mr. Thomas W. Smith
Doyle Smith

Maxine Smith

Blaine H. Smith Jr.
Buster R. Smith

Mr. Glenn Snyder

Alan Sobaje

Mr. Thomas Soleau
Frederick Sontag

Mr. James Spoth
Roslyn R. Sprayberry Ed. D.
Joan Srednicki

Mr. Nicholas St. George
Ms. Donna F. Stannard
Jerome E. Stauber
Andrew Steele

Larry D. Sterner

Mr. Charles D. Stevens
Mrs. Diane W. Stevens
Mr. Michael F. Stevison
Mr. William G. Stewart
Mr. Roger Stoehr

Tim and Annette Stoelk
Mr. Martin N. Stone
Mr. Timothy Stormer
Hayes and Patricia Stover
J. W. Straight

Marvin Strehlow

Leslie N. Strong

Carol Stuhr

Johnie F. Sturgeon

Ms. Geraldine Styler
Dave Suico

Mark & Diane Sult

Mr. Thomas Sumner
Mrs. Sally Svanda-Wimberly
Mr. & Mrs. W Stuart Sykes
Patti Taft

Maurice B. Tanner
Peter Tate & Ronnie Tate
Mr. Steven Taydus
William Taylor

Mr. Robert Taylor

Mr. Lee D. Taylor

Mr. Fred G. Teal
Herbert J. Terdin

Jean Terlizzi

William E. Thibodeaux
Paul A. Thomas Jr.

Mr. Ross Thomas
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We extend a special “thank you” to the following donors whose generosity and commitment to veterans deserves special recognition. Their lifetime
contributions have been instrumental in ensuring that our life-changing programs are able to assist those who have served and sacrificed.

Mr. Anton Thomasen

Ms. Keturah Thunder-Haab
Bobbie K. Thurman

Fred Tillman

Julie R. Tipps

Imajean Todd

Constance Travesi

Travis Foundation

Lionel F. Trebilcock
Ronald W. Trewyn

Ms. Novella Troy

Leonard P. Trzeciak

Mr. Noel A. Tursi

Ms. Deborah A. Tyler

Ms. Kay Unverderth
Richard Urell

Mr. John U'Ren

Mr. Gary F. Vajda
Lawrence G. Vanden Plas
Sherida Vandiver

Mr. George Varsam
James A. Vaught

Lee W. Verhulst

Floyd J. Vlasak

Mrs. Nancy Vogelman
Olaf Von Ramm

John & Mary Anne Wagner
M. T. Walker

Jack W. Walker

Larry Walker

Mr. Christian Walsh

Ms. Lana Waples
Christopher Wardell

Peter Wasilkoff

John Wasleff

Mrs. Jim Waterfield

Mr. Tom Webster

Eileen & John Weida

Mr. Allen J. Welcome
Harry Wellenkotter

Mrs. James Wheeler

Mr. John A. White

Mr & Mrs Olin D. Whitescarver
Thomas & Deborah Whitesell
Robert Whitten

R. Craig Whitten

Gary T. Whitworth

Wieler Family Foundation
Mr. Norman A. Wilfong Sr.
Michael Wilson

H. L. Wilson

A. P. Wind

Mr. Ron Witschy

Gerard J. Wolfe

Mark Wolfendale

Mr. Art T. Wong

Frank Woods

Ms. Francine E. Wooldridge
Ms. Maria J. Wright
Karen Wright

Mr. & Mrs. Stan Wrightsman
Florence Yankosky

Mrs. Fred Yeany

Zhou Yong

Ronald F. Zarwell

Ms. Sonia Zeringue

Mr. Mattias Zhabinskiy
Mr. Robert Zupan
Richard Zurek
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Financial Statements

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AUGUST 31, 2023

ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents $9,951,876
Investments 210,285,675
Receivables 6,120,303
Inventory 2,843,278
Property and equipment, net 7,189,195
Pension and postretirement asset 3,364,502
Prepaid expenses 3,521,361
Total assets $243,276,190

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $11,700,395
Life member dues for future
distribution — state and posts 75,698,403
Deferred revenue 35,388,389
Total liabilities 122,787,187
Net assets
Without donor restrictions 112,616,261
With donor restrictions 7,872,742
Total net assets 120,489,003
Total liabilities and net assets $243,276,190

26 % VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets

Year Ended August 31, 2023
SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Contributions and gifts

Investment return, net

Membership dues

Supply, Buddy Poppy and other sales
Advertising revenue

Other revenue

Total support and revenue

EXPENSES
Program Services:
Veterans service activities
Fraternal activities and member services
Community service and public awareness
Total program services
Supporting Services:
Fundraising activities
Management and general
Membership maintenance
Total supporting services
Total expenses
Changes in net assets before pension-related
changes other than pension service costs
Pension-related changes other than
pension service costs
Change in net assets
Net assets, beginning of period
Net assets, end of period

$68,148,987
7,604,086
7,044,978
6,589,866
2,693,982

3,754,241
95,836,140

28,991,930
20,433,828

12,805,466

62,231,224

30,667,588
3,960,264

1,329,303
35,957,155
98,188,379

(2,352,239)

559,655

(1,792,584)

122,281,587
$120,489,003



WFW

FOUNDAT

Financial Statements

Statement of Financial Position
August 31, 2023

ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents
Investments
Receivables
Furniture, fixtures, and equipment
Operating lease right of use asset
Prepaid expenses

Total assets

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities
Operating lease liability

Total liabilities
Net assets

Without donor restrictions

With donor restrictions

Total net assets

Total liabilities and net assets

$8,887,256
9,898,512
43,351
22,417
42,470
9,411
$18,903,417

$322,761
42,470
365,231

12,984,731

5,553,455

18,538,186

$18,903,417

Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets

Year Ended August 31, 2023

SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Contributions and gifts
Investment return, net

Total support and revenue

EXPENSES
Program Services:

Veterans service activities

Community service and public awareness
Supporting Services:

Fundraising activities

Management and general

Total expenses

Change in net assets
Net assets, beginning of period

Net assets, end of period

$4,797,779
1,018,252
5,816,031

2,868,978
777516

666,402
482,842
4,795,738

1,020,293

17,517,893
$18,538,186
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

CONTACT US

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
406 West 34th Street

Kansas City, MO 64111

Tel. 816.756.3390

Email: info@uyfie.org

ADJUTANT GENERAL
Dan West

Tel. 816.968.1110

Fax 816.968.1157

Email: dwest@ufiw.org

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
Marc Garduno

Tel. 816.968.1179

Fax 816.968.1189

Email: mgarduno@ufiw.org

WASHINGTON OFFICE
200 Maryland Ave., NE
Washington, DC 20002

Tel. 202.543.2239

Email: ofio@ufiw.org

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

OF THE WASHINGTON OFFICE
Ryan Gallucci

Tel. 202.608.8341

Email: rgallucci@yfiv.org

VFW FOUNDATION

Lisa Baronio, Executive Director
Tel. 816.968.1158

Fax 816.968.2789

Email: lbaronio@uyfw.org

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Kelly Jones, Director

Tel. 816.968.1143
Fax 816.968.1129

Email: kellyjones@vfiv.org




