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Remembrance Means Responsibility, Memorial Speaker Says

Retired Air Force Maj. Gen. Ondra Berry delivered the address during this morning’s Memorial Service.

Berry served 38 years with the Air Force and Nevada National Guard. Today, he serves veterans as the CEO of
Liberty Dogs, an initiative to empower veterans diagnosed with PTSD through trained service dogs.

“My experiences have taught me many lessons, but none more important than this: service never truly ends, and
neither does remembrance,” said Berry, who also served as Adjutant General of Nevada from 2019-2024.

Berry told attendees that remembrance means responsibility and called on them to act. First, he said, remember
their names. Second, tell their stories. And third, which he called “the most important,” be worthy of their sacrifice.
“That might be the hardest responsibility of all, because being worthy requires action,” he said. “It requires us to
care for those who came home carrying burdens that cannot be seen. No veteran should ever have to fight alone. Not
on the battlefield. Not at home. Not ever.”

Berry closed by honoring Gold Star families, saying, “there are no words that can fully heal your loss. There is no
speech that can replace an empty chair. But please know this: your loved one’s life mattered. Their service mattered.
Their sacrifice mattered. And as long as the VFW exists, they will never be forgotten. Neither will you.”

Led by VFW Commander-in-Chief Carol Whitmore and VFW Auxiliary National President Lois Callahan,
national VFW and Auxiliary leaders preformed the honorary traditional rituals to honor all deceased veterans.
Several Gold Star families in attendance were honored during the solemn service.

Past VFW Commanders-in-Chief Edward S. Banas Sr. and John Furgess Jr., as well as past National VFW
Auxiliary President Peggy Haake were remembered. Banas was Chief from 2003-2004 and passed away on May 13,
2026. Furgess served as Chief from 2004-2005 and passed away on June 1, 2026. Haake was National President
from 2019-2020 and passed away on April 2, 2026.

Sandra Uzell, national chaplain for the VFW Auxiliary, delivered the invocation, while VFW National Chaplain
Timothy “Darren” Atkins provided the chaplain’s prayer. VFW Auxiliary National Soloist Willa Watts performed
the national anthem and “Amazed by America,” while Reno-based singer Kimberly Dixon performed “Great is Thy
Faithfulness” and “God Bless Our Native Land/My Country Tis of Thee.” Rev. Peter Hook, past VFW national
chaplain, offered the benediction and Reno photographer and trumpeter Gene Russell performed “Taps” to conclude
the ceremony.

-The End-
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