\CTION CORPS wrw

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

June 29, 2026

VFW in Action on Capitol Hill: Leadership, staff
and members of the VFW came together on
Capitol Hill to deliver the VFW’s position on

. H.R.9237 / S.4744, Take Care of America’s

. Veterans Act. Engaging directly with congressional
| staffers and members of the House Committee on
s Veterans’ Affairs and House Committee on Rules,
the VFW advocates made clear that today’s
veterans should not be expected to pay for future
veterans’ benefits through reductions in disability
compensation for tinnitus and sleep apnea. VFW
advocates also attended a House Committee on
Rules hearing covering several bills, including H.R.
9237, in which the committee approved the rule
governing floor debate by an 8—4 vote, advancing
the legislation for House consideration. Learn
more about the VFW’s concerns with this
legislation and take action through the VFW Action
Alert.

VFW Experts Deconstruct Controversial Bill
T PULL UP Clause on Latest Podcast: Some of the VFW’s
— P most respected veteran legislation, legal and

=) 2 regulatory experts joined host Rob Couture for a

' comprehensive and passionate discussion on why
Section 108 of the Take Care of America’s
Veterans Act would be so detrimental to our
nation’s veterans despite the bill’s inclusion of a
version of the Major Richard Star Act. Washington
Office Executive Director Ryan Gallucci and Chief
of Staff Mike Figlioli joined VFW National
Legislative Service Director Kristina Keenan and
National Legislative Committee Chairman Jason
Johns to break down the bill and explain VFW’s
reasoning for opposing it as written. Listen to



https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/9237/text?s=2&r=1&hl=hr9237
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/4744/text?s=9&r=1&hl=S.+4744
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2026NLSTalkingPointsProtectVeteransDisabilityCompensation.pdf?la=en&v=1&d=20260624T145248Z
https://vfw-org-hqagarhxahbybyd9.z01.azurefd.net/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Advocacy/2026NLSTalkingPointsProtectVeteransDisabilityCompensation.pdf?la=en&v=1&d=20260624T145248Z
https://votervoice.net/VFW/Campaigns/138035/Respond

BUT WELL DECIDE
'YOUR DISABILITY
RATING!

TSA Prey/

episode 67, "We Don’t Pull Up Ladders,” on your
favorite podcast platform or watch it on YouTube.

Opinion: Congress Should Not Decide
Veterans’ Disability Ratings: In an Op-Ed
recently published in the Kansas City Star, VFW
General Counsel John Muckelbauer warns against
congressional efforts to reshape VA disability
ratings through Section 108 of the Take Care of
America’s Veterans Act. He argues that disability
evaluations must remain grounded in medical
evidence and the real-world impact of service-
connected conditions, not political budget
decisions. The piece raises concerns that
proposed changes affecting conditions such as
tinnitus and sleep apnea could establish a
precedent of using earned veterans’ compensation
to offset the cost of other initiatives. As
Muckelbauer writes, “Disability compensation is
part of the nation’s commitment to those who
served. It should never be treated as a budget
offset.” Read the full article.

Qualifying Veterans Now Eligible for Free TSA
PreCheck: Veterans with certain severe service-
connected disabilities may now qualify for free
Transportation Security Administration (TSA)
PreCheck enroliment under the VETS Safe Travel
Act (Public Law 118 - 238). Those eligible must still
meet standard TSA security and background
requirements, and free enrollment is subject to
available funding. “The VFW applauds the
implementation of the VETS Safe Travel Act and
the availability of free TSA PreCheck enrollment for
veterans with severe service-connected
disabilities," said VFW Washington Office
Executive Director Ryan Gallucci. "For many
veterans, travel can present physical challenges.
This benefit helps reduce unnecessary barriers
making travel more accessible, dignified and
convenient for those who have already sacrificed
so much.” Veterans needing additional help during
airport screening may request assistance through
TSA Cares by calling 855-787-2227 at least 72
hours before travel. Learn more.


https://www.youtube.com/@VFWHQ/podcasts
https://www.vfw.org/media-and-events/latest-releases/archives/2026/6/congress-cant-do-its-own-job-much-less-determine-veteran-disability-status
https://www.va.gov/resources/how-you-can-get-tsa-precheck-for-free-as-a-veteran-with-a-disability/

PUW*MIA MIA Update: The Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency announced one burial update for a service
member who has been missing and unaccounted

for from the Korean War.

Update:
-- Korean War Army Cpl. George T. Hill, California
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https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4524238/soldier-accounted-for-from-korean-war-hill-g/
https://www.vfw.org/actioncorpsweeklyarchive
https://votervoice.net/VFW/bills
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