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Initiative to End Veteran Overprescribing: VFW
Washington Office staff members participated in
events with the Grunt Style Foundation’s "War Cry for
Change to End Veteran Overprescribing." This
initiative aligns with the VFW's 2025 priority goals that
focus on improving health care quality and ensuring
access to evidence-based pharmaceutical
alternatives. The VFW supports prioritizing whole
health, mental wellness, and patient-centered care,
rather than fostering a reliance on prescription drugs.
VFW Washington Office Executive Director Ryan
Gallucci spoke at a press conference held on Capitol
Hill that brought together advocates, veterans, and
policymakers to push for more responsible and
holistic approaches to veteran health care. \Waich the
press conference.

Veterans Indicted in Puerto Rico Claim Shark
Case: Afederal grand jury in the District of Puerto
Rico recently handed down a 49-count indictment
against 10 individuals, including veterans, a VA
employee, and unaccredited claims agents that the
VFW calls Claim Sharks. They have been charged
with defrauding the government to illegally obtain VA
disability compensation benefits. The charges specify
that the claims agents coached the veterans on
providing false information during medical
examinations and for submitting claims to obtain
maximum disability compensation, while the VA
employee routed these claims to his subordinates for
adjudication. The VFW has been warning veterans
over the past few years that THEY could be held
liable for fraudulent activity of these Claim Sharks.
Read more.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvtovJyC04I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GvtovJyC04I
https://www.justice.gov/usao-pr/pr/veteran-affairs-employee-and-nine-others-indicted-defrauding-united-states-disability
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VA Foreign Medical Program Update: VA has
announced that veterans who receive care through
the Foreign Medical Program (FMP) will now receive
reimbursement payments through direct deposit
instead of paper checks. This applies only to
payments made to U.S. bank accounts, but VA is
working to add international bank accounts. FMP
covers health care for service-connected disabilities
and related conditions for veterans living or traveling
abroad. Improvements to this program, including
faster reimbursements, is a VFW priority. This change
to direct deposit is a positive step. Read more.

VA Pacific Region Virtual Town Hall and Claims
Clinic: VAis inviting all veterans residing in Indochina
to join a virtual town hall and claims clinic seeking to
address needs unique to individuals living outside of
the continental United States. The virtual event will be
held on Wednesday, June 11, at 5:00 p.m. Indochina
Time (ICT). Reqistration is required. Two claims clinic
sessions are available — 7:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and
5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. (ICT) — for those who want to
schedule an appointment.

Join VFW and ZeroMils for Conversation on
Thriving After Service: On Thursday, June 12,
leaders from the VFW Washington Office will join
ZeroMuils for its second annual Military Thriving®
Change Forum at Georgetown University as it
convenes corporate, nonprofit, and community
partners to discuss ways to create cultures and
communities in which veterans thrive after service.
The transition from military to civilian life is a top
priority for the VFW and we are excited to be a part of
this important discussion. With this in mind, ZeroMils
also invites VFW members and supporters to tune in
to the live stream of the event on June 12 from 9 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. Eastern Time.



https://www.va.gov/health-care/foreign-medical-program/?utm_source=VANews&utm_medium=News&utm_campaign=online+forms&utm_id=VFMP
https://news.va.gov/140421/fmp-claims-paid-by-direct-deposit/
https://veteransaffairs.webex.com/weblink/register/r96c2ba1ca0fc8829c659ac20c0b66190
https://www.my.va.gov/VAVERA/s/flow/VERA_Start?office=Virtual_Claims_Clinic_June_13
https://www.youtube.com/live/cGqfN15ALhc
https://www.youtube.com/live/cGqfN15ALhc

Beware of VA Pension Poaching Scam: Fraudsters
use a tactic called “pension poaching” in attempts to
swindle veterans and survivors who are potentially
eligible for VA pension benefits. A pension is an
income-based benefit, and these bad actors pressure
individuals to manipulate their assets or add
unneeded home health care expenses to deceptively
adjust their earnings to qualify. If caught illegally
obtaining VA benefits, the pensioner, not the
fraudster, would be responsible for repaying any
improperly received amounts. Read more to arm
yourself against this scam.

MIA Update: The Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency announced three identifications and two
burial updates for service members who have been
missing and unaccounted for from World War Il, the
Korean War and the Vietham War.

Identifications:

-- World War |l Navy Storekeeper 3rd Class Robert S.
Garcia

-- World War Il Army Pfc. Charles N. Milam

-- Vietnam War Navy Capt. Thomas E. Scheurich

Updates:

-- World War Il Army Air Forces 1st Lt. Charles W.
McCook, Texas

-- Korean War Army Cpl. Delmer R. Grissom, Texas

Click here to view this week’s edition.

Click here for past editions of the VFW Action Corps Weekly.

Click here to view VFW-supported bills in the 119th Congress.

Click here to sign up new veterans’ advocates.

As always, we want to hear your advocacy stories. To share your stories or photos with us, simply email
them directly to vfiwac@vfw.orq.



https://www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/factsheets/limitedincome/pension-poaching.pdf
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4200310/uss-california-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-garcia-r/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4200310/uss-california-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-garcia-r/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4200246/soldier-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-milam-c/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4197407/pilot-accounted-for-from-vietnam-war-scheurich-t/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4203414/pilot-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-mccook-c/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4203414/pilot-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-mccook-c/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4203727/soldier-accounted-for-from-korean-war-grissom-d/
https://www.vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts/vfw-action-corps-weekly
https://www.vfw.org/actioncorpsweeklyarchive
https://votervoice.net/VFW/bills
https://votervoice.net/VFW/register
mailto:vfwac@vfw.org

