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House Hearing on VA Community Care Access: 
VFW Communications and Public Affairs Associate 
Director Brittany Dymond Murray testified before the 
House Committee on Veterans' Affairs regarding 
access shortfalls within the VA community care 
program. She illustrated her personal experience 
navigating the referral process as she sought 
inpatient mental health treatment for post-traumatic 
stress disorder. Following two denials for care 
because of arbitrary VA geographics rules, she was 
left with no choice but to attend a program that was 
not fully appropriate for her complex diagnosis. 
“Arbitrary location rules should never be the ONLY 
factor in determining which veterans have access to 
life-saving care,” said Dymond Murray. Other 
witnesses on the panel discussed topics such as 
inconsistencies across VA facilities in implementing 
the VA MISSION Act of 2018, long delays in referral 
processing resulting in one veteran’s worsened 
cancer diagnosis, and a veteran's suicide death that 
might have been avoided had he received more 
timely mental health care. Read the testimony or 
watch the hearing, which begins at the 7:27 mark. 
 
 

 

VFW Testifies at House Subcommittee Oversight 
Hearing: VFW National Legislative Associate 
Director Nancy Springer testified at a House 
Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Disability 
Assistance and Memorial Affairs oversight hearing on 
VA fiduciaries and due process for Second 
Amendment rights. Springer provided a list of 
recommendations for improving the VA fiduciary 
assignment process that is currently cause for 
concern. She also commented on veterans’ hesitation 
to use VA health care due to the fear that disclosing a 
disabling condition or difficulty managing routine 
financial tasks could result in the loss of these rights. 

https://www.vfw.org/advocacy/national-legislative-service/congressional-testimony/2025/1/restoring-focus-putting-veterans-first-in-community-care
https://www.youtube.com/live/zPcsNa5UYdU?si=3th3ybHDqdYRfKkH


Read the testimony or watch the hearing, which 
begins at the 6:05 mark.  
 
 

 

VA Sign In Changes: After Jan. 31, 2025, you will 
need to sign in to your VA websites and apps with 
your DS Logon, Login.gov, or ID.me. Your 
MyHealtheVet user ID and password will no longer be 
an option. Don’t have a Login.gov or ID.me account? 
Find out how to create an account or scan the QR 
code with your phone camera. 
 
 
 
 

 

Senator Moran Outlines Priorities for VA Reform: 
In his remarks during the first hearing of the Senate 
Committee on Veterans' Affairs in the 119th 
Congress, Chairman Jerry Moran emphasized that 
his work is driven by feedback from veterans and is 
focused on improving VA. He highlighted the need for 
better access to health care and benefits. He also 
expressed his expectation that the next VA Secretary 
–– presumptive nominee former Georgia Rep. Doug 
Collins –– would share this focus and work to address 
the issues within VA, which plays a critical role in both 
supporting veterans and ensuring national security. 
Read more. 
 
 

 
 

Energy Jobs for Veterans: The Troops to Energy 
Jobs program provides veterans with a roadmap for 
entry into highly skilled careers within the energy 
industry. These jobs are challenging, rewarding, and 
provide competitive compensation and professional 
growth opportunities. Its website is here to guide 
veterans, transitioning service members, National 
Guard and Reserve members, and military spouses 
on their paths to fulfilling careers. Learn more about 
the energy industry and the variety of energy careers, 
find energy jobs, and get advice and coaching from a 
veteran career coach. 
 

  

https://www.vfw.org/advocacy/national-legislative-service/congressional-testimony/2025/1/correcting-vas-violations-of-veterans-due-process-and-second-amendment-rights
https://veterans.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=6618
https://www.va.gov/initiatives/prepare-for-vas-secure-sign-in-changes/
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/2025/1/sen-moran-delivers-opening-remarks-during-hearing-on-the-nomination-of-congressman-doug-collins-to-be-va-secretary
https://getintoenergy.org/veterans/


 

MIA Update: The Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency announced two identifications and four burial 
updates for service members who have been missing 
and unaccounted for from World War II, the Korean 
War and Vietnam War. 
 
Identification: 
-- World War II Army Air Forces Capt. Arthur M. Lingo 
-- Korean War Army Sgt. DeLoren D. Dage 
 
Update: 
-- World War II Army Air Forces Staff Sgt. Felix J. 
Shostak, Vermont 
-- World War II Army Air Forces Staff Sgt. Eugene J. 
Darrigan, New York 
 
-- Korean War Army Pfc. Joseph R. Travers, 
Massachusetts 
-- Vietnam War Air Force Lt. Col. Donald W. 
Downing, Virginia 
 

  
  
  

 

Click here to view this week’s edition. 

Click here for past editions of the VFW Action Corps Weekly. 

Click here to sign up new veterans’ advocates. 

 

As always, we want to hear your advocacy stories. To share your stories or photos with us, simply email 
them directly to vfwac@vfw.org. 

 

https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4034784/soldier-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-lingo-a/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4034769/soldier-accounted-for-from-korean-war-dage-d/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4034434/pilot-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-shostak-f/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4034434/pilot-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-shostak-f/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4034902/airman-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-darrigan-e/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4034902/airman-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-darrigan-e/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4034584/soldier-accounted-for-from-korean-war-travers-j/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4034508/pilot-accounted-for-from-vietnam-downing-d/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/ID-Announcements/Article/4034508/pilot-accounted-for-from-vietnam-downing-d/
https://www.vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts/vfw-action-corps-weekly
https://www.vfw.org/actioncorpsweeklyarchive
https://votervoice.net/VFW/register
mailto:vfwac@vfw.org

